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H E Mercury of 'France fof the 
month of December ! 731, makes 
mention of a yomig wild girl found 
in the wood of Songi near Chalons in 
Champagne. What follows, is the 
moft authentic account of her that 
I have been able to procure, as well 
from my converfations on different 
occafions with herfelf,, as . froqa the 
information of others who ku^w her 
-before (he began ta fpeak French . 

♦ 
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PREFACE. 

^ H £ public is here preienied with & 
tranflatioQ of a p«nphlct, of wiiicii, it 
is believed, there are very few copies 
ia this iiiaiiJ, and thcTc not to be 
found in the book&UerB fliops, bm in the pof- 
feilioa of fomc curious pci fons. Nor is it com- 
monly to be met with even in France, where it 
w .u liril publiilicd, moil of the copies being in 
the hafids of Madamotfelle Le Bfanc, the extra- 
ordinary perfonage whole hiltory k contains, 
who makes a linall prefix by the Ldc of them. 

This narrative was drawn up under the im- 
mediate infpc£Uon of M. dc la Coudaniiuc, 
whofc curiofity and accuracy, in matters of this 
fort, is univcrfally know a ■ and the commcncc- 
meru of whole acquaintance and^onncAion y^ hh 
MadamoliclL Lc Blanc will be found in page 22. 
!t not only bears in its bofom the plaineft maika 
of truth and *iutlicaticity ; but if any doubt on 
this head remained, the fafts it relates could be 
Aillattcficd by many liviug witneiics. The woman 
herfelf is yet alive, at leaft ihe was lb ia the year 
1765* * vvhcn the u anflator had an opportunity of 

^2 Iceing 
For die i-atisfi^aiou of any of the readers of this 

d^e curjofity of paymg a rifit to Mada.noddle Le 
BJanc, I here give her addrefs in the year , 76c • but 
whether flie has ilnce changed her ]oclgin«; J do 
T.ot know h .as thus : <^ le St. 
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feeing hei> in feveral different converfacions that 

ihc had with a Scotch gentleman of diftin^Hon 
then at Paris, whowasintroducedtoher by M. de la 
Condaminc, and who again mentioned her to moft 
of the Britiih peribns of diftin£tion then at Paris^ 
to fomc of whom he likeways introduced her. 
To that gentleman Blanc confirmed with her 
•owp mouth, in the hearing of the tranflator, 
every circumftance in this relation ; mention- 
jng at the lame time ieverai particulars not here 
taken notice of. The tranflator likewife attend-- 
ed the fame gentleman in a journey which he 
iiiaJe, merely with a view of fcaithmg to the 
bottom every circumftance of this curious hifh>« 
ry, all the way from Rheims to Chalons, in a 
convent of which town Le Blanc was placed very 

■ r 

foon aftei* being taken ; and from thence to 
^Songi, the place of her capmre. In that jour- 
ney he had occaiion to hear all thefe particulars 
amply confirmed, both by the abbefs of the con- 
vent in which Ihe had rehded at Chalons, as 
well cis by fcvcral other perfons of that plucc, 
and likewife hy fevei*al of the inhabitants of the 
tillage of Songi, who had been wimciUs to litr 
capture, and to the fafts which immediately 
followed. Thefe perfons too, particularly the 
abbefs, mentioned feveral little anecdotes of Le . 
lilanc omitted in this narrative ; fuchas fome in- 
ftances of her furprifing agility in climbing walls, 
and running on the tops of houfes, and of her 
imitating the notes of finging burds, fuch as the 

nightingale. 
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nightingale, and that fo naturaUy, as often ta 

deceive the people of the convent. One of the 
chief objc£b of this gentleman's journey to Songi, 
was to view the bludgeon ufcd by Le Blanc 
as her principal weapon, in her wild ftate, 
which ihe faid was in the pofleilion of the Vil*^ 
count d'Eplnoy, the proprietor of Songl. From 
fome characters which Le Blanc informed hinr. 
were engraved oa this bludgeon, this gcnikmaii 
hoped to have beerl able to form more certain-, 
tppnjccturcs about her. irative country, and the 
more early part of her hiftory and advcnturci^. 
•Unluckily, however^ the Yifcount had fet out 
from his feat at Songi about half an hour before 
onr arrival,, and no body appeared' who could* 
give any information about the bludgeon. 

The particulars above mentioned, which the 
gentleman whoifi I attended, learned in the ie* 
veral converfations he had withJMadamoifelie, 
and which make no part of the following nar- 
rative, are chiefly thefe.— That ihe remembered 
the country (he came from was a very cold coun- 
try, covered with fnow a great part of the year : 
That the children there are accuftomed to the 
water from the moment of their birth, and 
learn to fwim as foon as to walk. — ^That they 
arc a!/b taught very early to climb trees ; and a. 
child of a year old there, is able to climb a tree*. 
That the people live in little huts above the wa- 
ter^ like beavers, and fubfiit chicly by £fhing. 

a 3, She 
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She hcrfelf was fo much ufed to the water, that 
when Ihe firft came to France, (he could not 
live without it, and was in ufe to plunge into it 
over head and cars, and to continue in it fwim* 
niing about and diving like an otter, or any other 
amphibious animal: And when ihcv rcilraiued 
her iToai this prafticc, after &c was a little 
tamed and civilized, ihe thought her health fu£- 
fcred for want of it. 

She fnppofes Ihe was a child only about fevcii 
or eight years of age^ when ihe was carried a- 
way fjpom her own country ; yet. by that time, 
ll^e had Icarut to fwinw 10 fiih» tg fhoot with the 
how and arrow, to climb, and to leap fiom one 
tree to another like a fquirrel. She wasi taken 

up at fea, where ihe was, with other children, ' 

. ftt in a little round canoe, which was covered 
with a Ikin that drew about her middle like a 
purfe, and prevented the water from getting in : 
For ihe fays, it i^ the iiunucr in her country, 
to put the children early out to fea in fuch ca- 
noes, in order to accuftoox them to bear the fea, 
which brCiOka over thsm ; and tho' it may ovec* 
turn the canoe, does not fink it^— When fhe 
was taken up, fhe was put aboard a great fhip, 
and was carried to a warm country, where Ihe 
was fold for a flave ; the perfon who fold her 

^Ting firft painted her over black, with a 

a 
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a Ticw, AO dQubt« tQ make her pafs for n 
She fays further of the covatrf from which 

flie was thus carried away, Ui4t the people there 

Jiad 00 cloaduDg but ifcins. and had no of 

fire ac all, ib that when flie came to France, flic 
could DO( bear the fire, and hardly even the clofe 
. air of a raaai# or th^ tnreatlis of peribns who 
•were near her. TTierc were, ftie fays, another 
fort of men in this country^ who were bigger 
ajid ftroagcy thaa hey p^plc, and all covered 

with hah- 1 and tfa^fe pcqpk were at war with 

her people^ ai\d ii^ed to oat them when they 
codM cat<;h them* 

In the hot couutry to which £he was Cril c»u - 
.tioA^ &e £iyf file waa fr*embaikad, and per- 
lorm'd a very long voyage, during which tbx 

mafier, whMi ilie had boeo 6dd, wanted to 
.make her work, paiticularly» aA a ^rt of needle 
wirki whkh dUigcd her to cro»eh and then 
look up ; and when ihe woiikl not work, he beat 
her; but her miftrclk, who, flic thinks, fpokc 
French, was very kind to her, and would hide 
her when her mafter was ieeking her to make her 
work.— That the ftiip having been wrecked, the 
crew took to the boat ; but ihe, and a neg^^oe 
girl that was on board, were left to fhlfi for 
the»ielves« The negroe gixi, Uic fays, could 

not 
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not fwim (b well as flic, and therefore flie was 
obliged to aiiift her, and the kept herfelf above 

water, by taking hold of Le Blaac s foot ; and, 
in this way» they both got on ihore. — They then 
iravcrild a great tract oi country, commonly 
travelling all night, and fleeping in the day-time 

Oil the to}>s of u ccs : And liicy iubuiVed upou 

roots which Ihe dug out of the ground with her 
fingers, and particularly with her thumb, which 
by that, and by the ufc (he made of it in 
climbing and leaping from tree to tree, was inuch> 
broader, and every way larger than the thumbs 
of other people. — ^They alfo cateh'd as much game 
as they could, vvliich they cat raw with the warm 
blood in it, in the fame manner as a hawk or 
wild beaft docs ; and flie remembers particulai'ly, 
that they kiU'd a fox, of which they only fuck*d 
the blood, finding the fieih very difagreeabla. 
She remembers aUb that they catch'd a hind.«— 
She fay^ farther, that behdes the being able to 
lubilft herfelf in the manner above mentioned, 
ihe had leam'd the uie of feveral roots and 
herbs, which were good for the ftomach and 
head, and could cure wounds.— She had alio 
learnt to imitate the notes of birds, which was 
the only mufic known in her country. 

The change of life which fhe underwent, after 
^ ilie was taken and tamed, agreed very ill with 
her, Fgr beiides what ihff fufiered by being re- 

(brained 
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ifa*ained from the water» a$ is mentioned abo^e* the 

victuals prepared with fire (he could not digcft, 
by which ihe was reduced to very great extre- 
mity : And a phyfician being call'd to her, he, ^ 
to mend the matter, blooded her feverely, iky- 
ing, that it was ncceilary to change her habit, 
and put French blood into her veins : And whe- 
ther it be the eifc^t of the change nf vher life, 
or ot the prefcription of tliis doctor, or of both, 
ihe is at prefent, at ieaft was in the 1765, in a 
poor ftate of health, having loft all her extraor- 
dinary bodily faculties, and retaining nothing of ' 
the favage, but a certain wildncls in her look, 
and a Very great ftomach« 

m 

She has loft almoft entirely the language of 
her country, remembering only the tone of it, 
ai-d aianncr of fpeaking, and lome wild cries, ^ 
with which Ihe ufcd to frighten the French peo- 
ple fir it after Ihe was caught; and it was by 
thcfe cries, and by figns, Aat flic converfcd 
with her companion the negro girl, who did 
pot fpcak nor underftand her language, but had 
a language of her own, of which Le Blanc on- 
ly remembered one word, viz. Broutut, figni- 
^ing any thing that Was eatable.— As to her 
own language, ihe lays It was all fpokcn from 
tlie throat, with very little ufc of the tongue, and 
none at all of the lips j and tiiis Ihe reprcieut- 

Jed 
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•tifc terror sauiul aftonUhment of every body tt 
heard 



Sues. IxsL^v wheiv was ouigbt at Songi^ t 
blu^i^g^^jiXB. above mentioaed, wiuch ihe wore 
pois^lm by her fide ; Ihe called it bmftu^ a 
cixo.^. ic had fixne chara£bers eagraved .up 
^« h^ndl^ of it ; And befides this, ike %u 
JoQgeir fkiick^ with three pieces o£ iroa at t 
'ftttd of - it:^ one in r the middle fliarp and point 
a-ad tJoi^o -xjiahir tw6 ufxmrtbe .fide* hooked r a 

.lixc made ^of it, was to {lab, any 
beaft tZm«t: attacked her, with the fharp poi 
«dwicl^ t.Ue hooks ihe afliited herielf An clii 
tj-^.^^^ I,y catching hold of the branch 
* ^^l4^s U wa$ pwiioaiariy uTeful to her^ 

te iier a^inft the bears, when they 

- «»^it)i:e^ foUow her up the tree** This \ 

^^^9 jTa^s, ilic brought with her frqm 

^ €au«t:«^^ but the <jnh«r dfrom own> 



-i:J-« ^tur,e particirfari whfeii lite 

^hl'^^^ todutb, ItUiuk.l am able to 

y^t^^ «^«^tahuy, the couotiT ^^^^ 

tiotj ^^^"^^ ^X:Ke author of. the foUav^lng 

^Ppe^"^^^ ^ J.- to be an Efquimaux. Bm 

^^^"^^^ ^« fiifficient to refute this r.o 

^4 ^ fair complexion, a fmooth^ 
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cd in a ytry lively manner, fo as to convince c- 
Tcry body who heard her, that her language was 
no more than a coUeAion of guttural founds, 
vritii very little articulation. Her mouth, flie 
fay»y when (he was caught, was much Ick than 
k is now, and aloioft round; and when Qit 
laughed, fljfc did not open her mouth as we do, 
but Blade a little motion with her upper Bj>, 
and a nolle in her throat, by drawing her breath 
inwards,— She remembers tome of the idioms of 
her lantiuagc, fuch as, for wounding a man,** 
to tnake him reds and, inilead of killing,** 
Ihe ufed the phrafe, tv make him Jleep long ; and 

that the common falutation in her country, is, 
/ Jee you. — She remembered alfo a good deal of 
the funeral ceremonies ufed m her country ; 
and, paiuicularly, that the dead man was let up 
in a kind of cafe, fometbing like an arm chair, and 
was addreft by his neareii relation, in a ijpeech, 
of which (he gaw the fubftancc in French, 
importiag, diat he i^d eyes, yet could not fee ; 
cars, yet could not hear; legs, yet could not 
walk; a mouth, yet could not eat ; what then 
was become of him ? and whither was he gone I 
And the ceremony was concluded with what 
flie cail'd un cri de tr 'yiejje^ which was a horrid 
fliriek that flhe ufed firft when flic was caught, 
upon every occafion of furprizc or diftrcfe, to 

the 

* \ 
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the terror Mil aObAtlhineiH of cverf body that 

SHfr had> when, fiie was caught at SoogU the 

.bludgeon above mentioned, which fhc wore in 
a povk€h hf faor fide ; (he called ife {trntimi^ and 
did, that it had ibme charaftcrs engraved upon 
<be handle of it ^ And faefidet this, (he hiul a 
longer ftkk, with three pieces o£ iron at the 
end of it, one in. the middle fliarp and pointed, > 
and the.xitfa!dr rfr6'upDn:the .fidet booked i and 
the ufe Ihe made of it^ was to ftab any wild 
beaft that attajQk'd her, vHtli Ube iharp point \. 
and With iii<; hooks {he affifted herfelf in climb* 
ing trees, bf ^catching ;hold ^ the branchea; 
.and fii^.i4i^sil{ was fKUticutari; .uictui to iter, ii> 
defending her againft the beors, when they at- 
tempted to tollow h^r vf» the tree«« Tiiis wea-- 
^pun,. iJic lays, brought with iicr from ihc 

-hot eountrjr^ bu^ the ^Hher from owm 



FRerive thb dhore particutirS whkii I learnt 
from* her own mouth, I cbink.I am abie ta£^r 
with fomfe certainty, the couotty of which ftt 
isJi natire* . The author o£ the folio witig rek*- 



tiou mukcb licr to be an Efquimaux. But 
appearance is iufficient to refute this notion 
for ihe is of a fair complcxioii, a fmocth ikin,. 
and features as foft as thofe of an Eurongii;!.' 
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'I . 

Wka*cas the people of the Efqiaimatix natUm^ 
are, by the accounts of all travellers, • the ixg^iieSt 
of men, of the harflieft and moft difagreeable 
features, and all covered wrH hair. But tho* 
our author is miftaken as to the race of people, 
yet I think (He is not miftaken in thje'? fituatton 
of the country which flie gives to her, for it 
certaii^ is a very cold country ; and the people, 
which ihe dcfcribes.as living in the neighbour- 
hood of her nation, can be no other than the 
Efqmmaux : And when we add to this, what tra* 
Tellers tell us of a certain race of people, who 
are fair, of fmooth ikins, and foft feature, li* 
Ting in the country of Labrador, upon the Eaft 
fide of Hndfon's bay, in the neighbourhood of 
the £fquimaux ; * we can hardly doubt that 
Madamoifelle le Blanc is one of that race of peo- 
ple, and that her country is the coaft of Hud* 
ion's bay. And I think it is highly probable, 
that the girb mentioned in the letter of Ma- 
dame^ Dupieffis dc St, Helene, which is fub-, 
jc»ned to this relation, who are faid to hare 
ved at Quebec, and to have died in the hofpital 
there, were of this race of people, tho* they are,. 
hy miHtskc^ caUed £Jquimau(ks by Madame Du- 
picllis«. 

BlTT 



ee a coUeaion of Frcach voyages to the- 
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But itmher^ I think there is the greateft 

reafon to believe, firom the account which ihc 
gives of the language of her country, that (he 
is originally of Huron race, or at kail, of a natioa 
ipeaking the Huron bnguage, the u(c of which » 
we know, is very wide fpread over ail the continent 
of Nortli America, This appears from the ac- 
count ^f that language given us by two authors, 
who have both iqr^ijQied us with a iurt of gram- 
mar and dictionary of the language. The one 
is Gabriel Sagat, a recoiled of the order of St. 
Fnin9ois, who was the firft ecdefiaftic that went 
among the Hurons about the year 1630. His 
book is exceeding rare, ^ad not to be found a.- 
nywhere, ib £ir as I know, except in the French 
King's library. The other is an author better 
known, namely, the Baron La Hontao, who 
travelled a great deal in North America, and 
appears to have ftudied very diligently, both the 
language, and the manners of the inhabitants. 
Theie two authors both agree, that the Hurons 
have AO uie of labial conlonants, fuch as B, P, 
M,- &c» and La Hontau f^ys, that they never 
ihut their lips in fpeaking.; and he fays that he has 
cmployediour days iu endeavouring toteachaHu- 
ron the pronpAciation of our labial letters, but to 
no purpoie.— * Gabriel S^gat fays, that they could 
not pranoonce the G, which is a Imgual confooant, 

b 3 and 

* La Houtan's memoirs, vol. ad, p. 319/ 
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andtherefore^the^r ccvnld not prouounce Kis name 
of Gabriel, but call'd it jiieueU; 8h6 cmib* 
wants they ufed moft were guttural conionaftU^ 
fuch a* K, X, .From which ac?cQui>t it 4» 
plain, that the Huron is juft fiich » laAguage^ 
as MadamoifcUe Le Blanc defcribed her native 
language, namely, cvks ia the throat, a little 
broken and articulated by fame guttural eonlb- 
nancs, with vcfy little of the toague, and 
none at all of the lips. 

. As to^hc country to which fh© was 5ril car- 
ried, I caa diicover u wUh itiU gccater certainty 
from the um^o which fliq g^yc to, her Wudgeoa, 
viz. Jh^Wi atul ihe cba^i^er^ whic^ ikp faid , 
were engraved uppQ it. For there is aa a^ccount 
publUhpd by the Siour La Beand of Carib- 
bee ifl^nda^.ia which ho telia.w, that (ho Carih* ^ 
becf,iirc a weapon of this fort, which they cjjl. 
Bautcu : he o^iei:yeft p^iticoterjjr), tha^thoy^ 
h^ve gravings upon it, by way of ornauieijt,. 
which they &U up with p%Mil# It <herc£i|i!C 
p-.us to me certain, that the.wacm country to 
which MadamoifeUe Blanc was firft carried^ 
was one of the Caribhees ot Antilka iflaiuls ; 
and that though flur msLf heme brovght with her 
the bludgcott ixotu . hpr oy^u country, y^t ihr 
certainly learned the name of it among the Ca* 
riibbees. Her other weapon, above deicribed, 
Ihc ci^ed Tribie, which I think is very probably 

a 
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a word of tlie Caribbee language. And it i« 

very oatui^ai to fuppol'c, chat ihc ihould rcmem* 
ber more terms of that language than-of her own, 
having come laft from tiiat country ; and having, 
as I Im.iginc, ftaid fomc conlidcrable time ia it : 
For though, a^ ihe iays, ihe was only feven or 
eight years o( age when ihc was can ied away 
from her own country, flie appeared to be of 
the age of tlikteca or fourteen, when flie was 
taken in the woods of Champagne, as the people 
of bongi informed me. 

And thus the hi (lory of JVIadamoifelle Le 

Blanc leems ftiortiy to be, that flic is originally 
of a white race of people, living (bmewhere up- 
on the cpall of Hudlbn's Bay. — ^Tliat ilie was 
carried off when a child by a French ihip 

trading m that bay, with an intcadun lo make a 
flave of her, and to pafs her for a ncgroc i; rl^ 
Sjv which purpofe ihe was painted black, — ^"1 hat 
ihc was firlt carried lo one u£ tiic Caiibbec 
iflands belonging to the French, from whence 
flie was brought to Europe in a ihip which wati 
wrecked probably fomewhere iipon the coaft of 
France. 

The learned who have read what the ancient 

authors, and particularly Diodorus Siculus in 
his third book of Univerfal Hiftoiy, have told us 
of the lavage nations of thoic times, will not be 

mutii fui'^rlfcJ Willi iliL account hi^ic given of diis 

wUd 
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)vild girl; and die iiid» arefo attefted, that thcy^ 
croupe be doubted of> except bf thofci?hot«jed- 
mg all teftimony, ancient or modern, to the con- 
traiy, ^e refolved to believe that man, the moft 
Tarious of all animals, in the many different 
ftates through which he pafic^i continues ftilP 
the very fame animal, endued with the fame 
powers of mind and body, living hi the fame 
manner, and governed by the fame notions and 
opinions; a propofition which appears to me 
incredible in itfelf, though it were not contra* 
•dieted the whole hiilury of mankind. 

The vulgar will be cntci tained with this re- 
lation much in the fame manner as they are. 
with the luAory pf iiobinfon Cruibe ; but to the 
philofopher it will appear matter of curious fpe- 
culaticm ; and he will draw from it confequences 
not lb obvious to the gencriility of readers. He 
will obferve with amazements the progreflion of 
our fpecies from an animal fo wild, to men fuch 
as we. He will fee evidently, by this example, 
that though man is by his natural bent and in- 
clination dlfpofcd to fociety, like many other 
animals, yet he is not by natural neceffity txi?!^ 
nor obliged to live upon a juiai ftock, like ants 
or bees ; but is enabled, by his natural powers, 
to provide for his own fubilftence, as much aSr 
any othei* animal, and more than moft, as his 
means of fubfiftence are more various* In 

tracing 
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he will' difcovcr- anothct ftate of our- nature,©-, 
vcn beyond* tifHXrid^ lAtdl' litis- w**; liowe^er 
iMUr it' oxay feem tO' the ongioal) I mean the 
ftate before language was-imrentcd, that is, tbc^ 
coiiiiAUfiicatioQ^o^geMrid ideate by the articu* 
lation of die voice, when men were literally, as 
< the poet deicribes them,* mutum it turpe'pMis : 
V-ov it is impoilible to luppole, liiat language, 
the moft wonder&il art ameng men» Ihould have 
been born wiiii ,us, and pradtifcd by us^ from 
mere i&ftinA, ttodefii we could at the fafine time' 
fuppofe,. that other aius cauie into the world with 
us in the fame manner ; nor can we believe that 
it was iooncr iuvt:ntcd than other arts much 
Icfs diilkult, and luorc obvious. 

In this manner, the philoiophcr will difirover 
a ftate of nature, very diiierent from what is 
commonly known by that name : And from this 
point of view, he will- fee, —That thofc fupe- 
rtor faculties of mind, which difttnguifli our 
)iaiurc irom that of any oilier animal on 
this eaah> are not congenial with it, as to 
the exercife or energy, but adventitious and ac* 
quirtd^ being, only at firft latent powers in our 
iraiure, which have been evolved and brought 
into^ exertion by degrees, in the coiirfe of our 
progreilion above mentioned, from one ftate to 
another^ — That the ratiorial man bas grown out of 
the mere animal^ and that reafon^d animal fen-^ 

Jatifm^ 
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fatkm^ however difthiA we 11107 imagtoe thf^n^, 
run iota one anotker hj Sw3x hi£ei»S^ 4e|^es, 
that it is afklifiicult, cr perhaps more difficult, to 
draw the Ime betwixt thefe two» than betwixtthe 

animal and vegetable. — That nature will not fubmit 

to be confined by our definitions and divificmst 

and therefore, in the ftudy of man, as well as 
. of other animals, and» in general, of every 
natural thing, we ought to attend to fa^U and 
experience, and not to lyftems or o^wnions.— 
That if we will have a diftingnilhing chara&c- 
rifttc of our nature, the moft certain feems to 
be, that we are more .capable than any other a- 
nimal yet known, of impro-vcment in the men- 
tal faculties : And, accordingly, it was by this 
capability, that the autient peripatetic Ichoul de- 
fined our nature, when they faid, that man was 
an animal cafabU of under/landing and jcUnce. 

I WILL only fay further, that, to trace this 

progrefs of our fpecies thro* all its various fta- 
ges : — ^To mark by what flow and infeofible de<» 
grces we have paft from the mere animal to the 
favage, and from the favi^ to the civilized man : 
— To enquire, whether, by the improvement of 
our faculties^ we have mended our condition^ 
and become happier as well as wifcr, is tl^e ina^ 
gnum opus in the philolophy * of man, of which 
only one philofophcr of our times has had an 
idea, but none hitherto has executed. 

* Mocfieur J. J. Roufleau. 
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A WILD GIRJL. 

m 

ON E evening in the rnqnth of Septem- 
ber 1731, a girl nine or ten yeai*$ oM^ 
prefied, as it wo^uid fecm, .by thiiil, 
entered about the twilight^ into Songi, 
a village fituated four or £ve leagues fouth of 
Chalons in Champagne. She had nothing on 
Jicr feet : her body was covered with rags and 
Ikins : her hair with a gourd leaf ; and her face 
and hands were black as a Negroc's. She was 
armed with latr ihort baton^ tlucker ac one exi^ 
than the other, tike a club. Thofc who nrft ob- 
ierved her, took to their heek, crying out, 
f There is tlie devil." And iudeed her uiei;i 
and colour might very well fuggeft this idea to 
the country people. Happieft were they who 
could fooneft fccure their doors a»d windows | 
' " ' A • but 



a The HiSTO&ir qf 

but one of them^ thinking, perhaps^ that the de» 

vil was afraid of dogs, fct loofe upon her a buU 
flog with an iron collar. The little favage fee* 
ing him advancing in a fury, kept her ground 
without flinching, gracing her little club with 
both hands, and firetching her&lf to one ilde, in 
order to give greater fcopc to licr blow. Per- 
cciMuig the dog tritliin her reach, fhe difcharged 
luch a terrible blow on his head as laid him dead 
at her feet. * Elated with her viAory , flie jump* 
i;4«fi^Teral times over the dead carcafe of the dog. 
Then flic tried -to open a door, which not being 
able to efle&, Ihe ran back to the country to* 
Avards tllc river, and inuuuLing a ircc, LU qniedy 
4iileep. 

TiiE^ late Vifcount d' Zpinoy happened to be 
then at his country houfe of Songi ; where» ha* 
\ing heard the vaiious accounts of tlie little la- 
vage that had appeared on his grounds, he gave 
orders to catch her ; and particulax iy to the Ihep- 
herd who had difcovered her the fi^ft in a vine- 
yard. 

One of the country people, by a very ilmple 
lliought, but which was attributed to his great 

knowledge ^ 

* Some perfons who knew the young favage foon 
after her firit ap|>earance, give a difFcrent account of 
the adventure of the dog, placing it at Chalons^ foon 
after Ihe was caught. It is however certain, diat 
the girl not at all afraid of a great dog, having 
on fcvcraJ QccalioiiS given proofs of the cout^ary, 

J 
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knowledge of Ac manners and cnftomsoffa- 
vages, canje£turcd that flie was thirfty, and ad- 
vilcd to place a pitcher full of water at the foot 
of the tree in which Ihewas fitting, to tempt her 
to come down. They failowed his advice ; and 
after placmg the pitcher, retired from the tree^ 
but ftUi kept privately a clofe watch on her. Up- 
on which the Kttlc favage, after having firft 
looked Iharply aiound, to fee whether any body 
obferved her, came down the tree, and went to- 
d^ihk at the pitcher, plunging her chin into the. 
water ; but fomething having ftardfed her, fhc 
regained the top of the tree before they had time, 
to apprehend hen. 

This firft ftratagem having failed, the fame, 
perfon by whom it had been fuggefted, again ad*- 
^ vifed to place a woman and fame children near 
the tree, becaufe favages commonly are not fo 
ihy of them as of men ; and" he bade them above. 
aU fiipw her a fiuendlj^ air, and a fmiling coua* 
tchance. His dire^ons were compiled with- 
A woman with a chUd in her arms came walk- 
ing near the tree, carrying different forts of roots 
and two fiflies in her hands, which Qxt held out. 
to the favage, who, defirous^o have them, de- 
ifcended a branch or two, but went back again. 
The woman, ilill continuing her invitation with 
an afliable, pleafant countenance, accompanied 
w ith all poffible figns of friexKUhip^ iwh as lay«» 

A z ing 
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iiig hex hand upoaho- brcaljt, as if to.afiure hci- 
that Ihe loved her, and would do ber no harm ; 
the lavage was at laft emboldened to come down 
the tree to receive the root« and fi£hes that were 
offered her in ib kii;dly a ma&ner : but the wo« 
man enticing her from the tree, by retiring in- 
ieniibly, gave time to the men who were lying 
^ia wait for lier, to advance and feize her. Sh^ 
never told me aay thing of the grief fbe felt on 
being taken, nor of the efforts jQie made to e- 
fcape; but we may eafiLy imagine both. She 
thiiiks^ that, according tq the belt of her recoi- 
fe^on, £hc was caught two or three Jays after 
croffing a river. This river miift certainly be 
the Marne, which runs at about the diftahce of 
half.a league eaft from Songi : In which cafe the 
little favage muit have come from thji ^uartc^ of 
Lorrain. , . ' 

, The Ihepherd and the reft;who hadeaught 
and brought her to the caftle,- carried her iirft 
into the kiichen, till M« d^ £pinoy,ihoul4 be in* 
formed of her arrival. The firft thing these 
that appeared to il&aw her attentipn,. was fom^ 
fowls which the cook was drcilingi at thefe flic 
flew fo greedily^ and with fuch a^n^zing agility^ 
that the aftoniflicd cook beheld onje ,of them 19 
her teeth before he imagined ihe had reached iu 

d\£pinQy arrivii^ in the mean time» and 
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Ifeeihg what fhi wib . eating, caufed give her an* 

lanftinned rabbit, which flxc ixiftaatly ftrippcd o£ 
&e ikin, and devouredr- 

Those who confidcred her then, were of 
opinion, that ihe was about nine* years of age. 

She feemed black, as I have already laid ; but ii 

w 

appeared; after vaihing her feveral times^. 

ihe was. naturally white, as fhe ftill conu** 
nues. They obferved*Kkcwife, that her fingers, 
and in particular her thumbs-, were extraordina- - 
rily large, in proporiioa to tlic i cil of her hand^ 
which, was. otfaerwife neat enough : And to this« 
day her thumbs retain fomewhat of tliat large- 
nefs, as Z have ften with my own eyes. By her 
account, thefe targe ilrong thumbs were very 
ufeful to licr duvlag lier wild life in the woods : 

For when . ihe had'a mind to pais from one tree 

• to another, without being at the trouble of dc-- 
' ftending and'remountihg, if the branches of the- 
two trees were but at a Ihxall diftance from each , 
other, and though of no greater tMcknefsthan her • 
£nger, ihe would place her thumbs on a biancU. 
of the tree in -nrhich iHc happcned'^o be, and by 
their means fpring to the other, juft* like a fquir- « 
rcL From this we niayjndge of liic itixiigth of 
thofe thumbs of her- s, whkh were able, in this: 
manner, to fuitain the whole weight of her body 
m fpringing. The fimilitude tjf the fquirrel is> 
entirely her own : and indeed the %ixig fquir-^ 

• A- i rel*8 
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.wU whick ibb may have fcen iti Iier you^i,^ 
^laight i]^ve /i^elkd to ker tkis naetkod of 
tJCanfporting herfclf ; a ciixumftan^e that gives- 
additional weigkt to the conjedures which we 
* fiiali ^'tep^il^^ Q&cK with icipeil to ker native 
country* 

^ M. d'Eptnot eommicted her to the care of 

^ the iliepiicrd> who dw^lt aear the caiUe» recoifi- 
mending her to him iu the moft anxious man- 

, uei% and pixunifing ta reward him handfomel j 
foi' ills pains. The man accordingly tocJc her 
to his howie, in order ta begin to tame her ; and 
on this account tlxey called her in the ucigh- 
bou]^ood> The Jbepherd's beajl. We may well 

. conceive, that it would require a coaiiderable 
fpace of time^ and fiune harfli ufage to wean her 

.|i:om her former habits^ ^d to temper her 
Hcrce and favage difpofition ; ^nd I have good 
reafon to belieyCt that £be was yery clofely coa-^ 

^£ned in this houie ; for fhe informed me her- 
felfy that ihe found means to make holes in the 
wails, and in the .tUes of the coof* iipon w)M(jii* 
liric vvGulJ run, with as much unconcern as on 
the ground, never ibfiering herfdf ta be retakea 
without a great deal of trouble, and paiiing jbr 
artfully, (as they afterwards told ker) through 
final! holes, that they co.uld fcarcely believe their 
eyes, after they had fecn her do it. It was ihijs 
that ihe eicaped once^^ among feTiclial other tinief 
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.4>lit;9f .(hi^ J^ou^^m axBoft Severe ftorm of hoA 
smd Tnow ; on idhkli: occsSon, afttr 'makk^ 
good hear elcape» iJbe i^co^ ba:idl£ ihf ker (o.a 
tree. The dx:ead of xl^e rei^mmeat o£ AdL d'Egi<> 

j.fioy threw die whole femily tlMUt ju^t into a 
hjuiry aiid coiifulioa ; who iK:Y^i . ia>^giMii\g> 

; that ia ^ exc^w a#oft, ihe wojuAd haM yea- 
mre4 ii^to^che couatry>. riMiMMgpd ei^ei:^ comer a£ 

^ the houfc ; but fiuditig all their refeajrches in vaui^ 

..they at laft refolYed*, that they laight kskic no 

■ mc^s uutricd, to look for her vviiliout likewHc; 
; wherOj, behold, tiu^j &xkd fAifs perched, as.I faaye- 
^ jujft ikid^ qn the top of a U'ce I from whence, 
iiowever» they were l«cky enoogh to prevail 
. oa hor ^> deicead^ , , 

I UTaE£.F hafte been, an: eye-wiiaef^ of fome. 

inftancea of the eafe aad fwifm^. with which 
ihe raiit chai^ which 0othing coidd be more fur* 
. priiing; aud yet what X iaw was but ihe re- 
mains of her former agility, which long fick--. 
»^ and the wiaai of j^ra^ttce for fMOf years, 

.have greatly impaired, >^ithout having fecn 
: iti» baedly pdftbte to knagitie her lingular and 
agUe manner of running,.. It was. not at all by 
ferting one Iboi^ before the other alternately, as. 
. we do ; ii was^a iwt o£ %ing gallop, ^hooft too 
. quick for the eye.--It was radici jumping than. 
ricupiMng, one toot hojog kept toQftantly behind 
. tl^ Qther*. .One $Q«ld icar^ely otiTerYe she ouk 

a tiOft; 
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• fion Cither of her body or feet; and to run a- 
long with her*- w» itxifioffible: The fmaH cx* 
ample I wa:i ihowa, which wa& but a trifle, ha* 
iwng been perSdrmed only hra haltof no great 
length, convineed me, neverthckfe, of the u-uth. 
of wh&t^^iheiifitd teld m^ bdfere, that even for 
Icvcral years after^ ihe Was caught, flic cottld; 
overt^e tlie gjtme in the chace. Of this Ihe 
gave proof iii inpefence of the Queen <rf Poland, 
mother to the Qjieen of France, about the year 
1757, as fl»5 was going to 'take pioflbflknr<KF'the 
Buchy of liOrrainr-. That Pi'inceii, in pai£hg By 
' Chatons/ hsiving heard of the young fevage, who . 
' w(t8 at that time * in. the convent, des Regentes^ 
had her brought before her. Though flie had. 
been then feveral years tamed, yet her dif- 
.poiitioQ, her behaviour, even her voice and: 
. ipeecli,. were, as^lhe affix^ms-hec^felf, lMit4ake thofe 
of a chiki four or five years old. The found of 
her voice, though weak, was . iharp, fhrill, and« 
piercing ; and her words were ihort and con- 
fuied, hke tiiole of a child, at a lofs far terms to . 
exprefs it^s morning. In a wokI, her cbildifi 
and familiar geftures and behaviour, ihewcd^ 
plainly, that as yet flie only took notice of tlie 
^ peribns who* carciSed her the moft y which the - 
Queen of -Poland did extremely. On being id- 
formed of the fwifcneis - of her nuining, the 
. Queen deiired that ihe might accompany her to 
the ducc*. There finding herfclf at liberty, aad 

giving. 
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^ivmg full &op^ i^r xuturai incUaauon, the 
youii^ favage purAied tb« hwcs aiMk ntM>itB thtt 
were ftartcd, took thfim,.aiid. returaiog smhc 
iiime pace, delivered them to the Queen. ThflC 
Princcfa iikovexmA Some iaienfioii «f . carrjritig 
':the little favag^ along with her, in order to 
place her in a coHveu at Mmey; Imcwaa dt^ 
iiiaded j&om it by thoie vbIio had thc.Ci«e p£ her 
^ucatkm in the cMTcnc^CUalms, wildre il^ 
.was tbea boarded, at the e^nce of tiie laie 
JJuke of Oilcans. The Quecq, however, ^pro- • 
;jKniied to write in htt hrcm to her daughter die 
jQjjeeu of Prance, to whom ihe fcnt at the lame 
^lime a pla<it»' coafifting of feveraL*htfgnchef of 
^^tificial flowers, prcfentcd her by the little ra- 
vage, who had already learxied an art whieh flie 
^^Uj^jiig^ Jducet, that of isutating 

Mre in woii^^7cha( jfort. B^r the 4cath of tV 

goodneis of the Qjieen her daughter was ^P^^ 
fufficient to eompeQiaie.-«*I teturn to the period 

^mediately fubfequeut .to her capture, and to 
. the • beginning of her education. But - before 
^enCQring upon that* I muft^rdate .the,nu>ft cer- 
,^UQ accounts that have come to my knowledge 
^o£ her adventurea* before ihe made her appeii^ 
. ranee in the vilJ|yage of Songi. i 

^ Madamoubljue Iji Blamc, the name by 
.which £he is now calledj remembers perfectly 

wijU 
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well her Iiaving pafled a river two or three days 
before fht wat taken v and we &ail fee by and 
by, that this is oae of the moft certain fails o£ 
her hiftorjr* She was then accompanied by ano*** 
ther gii*l, a Iktie older than herfclf , and a black 
likewiie ; but whether that waa her natural co^' 
lour, or vdicther ibe was only painted, like Le ^ 
iilanc, is uncertain. They were fwiinming a* - 
crofi a me^t and diuiiig. to catch fome fiihes, as 
i ihall have occafion to dcfcribc more particular-- 
lyin die fet|nel, when they were observed by 
one M* de i>t. Martin, a geBtleaian of that 
neighbourhood, as Madamoiiclle Le Blanc was 
afterwards told, who, feeing nothing bnt the two 
black heads of the children now and then ap- 
pearing above the water, mtftook them, as> he 
iays himfelf, for two water cocks, and fired at 
them from a gooil dlftance. Luckily, however, 
he mifled them ; but the report made them dftve», 
and retire farther off*; 

The little Le Blanc, on her part^ had a fifh^ 
in each hand, and* an eel in her teeth. After 
' having gutted and wafhed their fiih, ihe and her 
companion eat, or rather devoured it ; for, by 
her account, they did* not chew their meat, but 
holding it in their hand, tore it with their fore 
teeth into fmall pieces, which they fwallowed 
without chewing. After fini&ing -their repaft> 
they ducclcJ their courfe into thc country, lea- 

ving, 



Uigiiizeti by LiOOgle 



•if W I L 0 G I R 11 

Ting the river at their back. Soon after, Ae 

mho i& now become Madamoifelle Lc Blanc^ per* 
ceived the firft a chaplet on the ground, which, no 
doubt, had been dropi by fome paffcnger • Whether 
die novelty of the objc£l delighted her, or whe- 
ther it brought to her remembrance ibmething 
the ikme kind tliat flie had fccn before, is 
not known ; but ihe immediately fell a dancing 
and exclaiming for joy : and being appreheniive 
left her companion ihould deprive her of her 
little treaiAire, ihe llretchcd out her hand to take 
it up ; upon which the other with her baton, 
ftruck her &> fevere a ftroke on the hand, that 
ihe loft the ufe of it for fome moments. She 
had, however, ftrcngth enough left as with the 
weapon in her other hand to return the blow on 
the forehead oflier antagonift, with fuch a force 
as to knock her to the ground, fcreaming fright- 
fully. The chaplet was the reward of her 
* vi£tory, of which ihe made herfelf a bracelet. 
Touched in the mean time, as it would feem, 
with compaffion for her companion, whofe 
wound bled very much, Ike ran in iearch of 
fome frogs, and finding one, fhe ftripped off it's 
Ikin, which ih^ fpread on her forehead, to ftop 
the blood, binding up the wound with a thread 
0{ die bark of a tree, which ihe peeled off with 
her n^iis. After this they fcpai-atcd ; flic that 
was wounded taking the foad towards tlie river, 
and .the \itu)rig»us JLe lilanc that towards Sougi. 

Ir 
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. It wiH be underftOod'tKat all theft particulars/ 

^ w^U as many pth/ers, preceding and iubfequenf 
to this adventure, of v/hich I have fuppreft fe- 
yeralf were not recounted by XjC Blanc, till after 

Ihc had Icaint to exprcls kcifclf in Frcndi. But 

as to the principal £a&, the quarrel between the 

\ two girls, it is one of the firft of which A© 
gave an account. Two having been iieen fwim* 
ming aca.ois the river^ as we have faid above^ 
{he people could hardly fail to enquire, by figns 
at leaft, at Le Blanc» very icon .after fhe waa 
feizcd, when the thing muft have been frefh 
in her memory, what was become of her 
companion. To which ihe anfwcred, part- 
ly by i^ns, and - partly by words, (iuggefted 
to her, no doubt, at the time) that Jbe had 
inadc her red, meaning that fhe had drawn 
her blood* Of this exprefiion, tho* much talk'd 
of at the tinie, no mention is made, in a letter 
dated from Chalons the 9th of December 173 1 , 
about two months after fhe was talcen, and print- 
ed in the Mercury of France. According to the 
•writer of that letter, flie only knew then a few 
French words ill articulated, fome of which he 
mentions. 

» 

I Have been able to cUfcovcr nothing certain 

with regard to the companion of Madamoifclic 
Le Blanc J M. de L— formerly preceptor to 
M. d'Epinoy'ii children, fays, that when he hrft ' 

became 
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became acquainted with Le BiaDc, about two 
years after her capture, it was reported in the 
counirjTi that the other girl had been found dead 
at the diilance of feme leagues from the place 
where they had fought. Madamoifelle Le Blanc 
tells, that fhe heard of her having been found 
(ihe docs not fay whether dead or alive) near 
Toul in Lorrain. In that calb Ihc muftj dangc* 
roufly wounded as Ihc was, have rcfwam the 
Marne, which is equally improbable with what 
• Mademoifelle Lc Blanc further tells flie heard of 
fbme papers having been, found upon that girl« 
who was bigger and older than fhe, which could 
throw light upon their preceding adventures. 
The letter formerly mentioned, which was wrote 
receiltly after the thing happened, only Hiys, 
that the little Negro girl had been again feen 
near Cheppe, a village in the ncijjhbourhood of 
Songi, but had not afterwards appeared. What- 
ever may have been the cafe, ihe was never more 
talk'd of. 

■ • 

• There is much greater tmcertainty ftill as to 
what happened to thefe two children, previous 
to thiJir arriving in Champagne ; Le Blanc's me- 
mory, on that head, bemg very indiftinft and 
confufed. I fliall relate, however, every parti- 
cular I have been aUc to draw from her in the 
fi?yeral dificrent converfiitions have had to- 

S » gether 



14 Tie HisTo&Y ^ 
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gcthcr jSncc the commencement of our accpuain- 
cance^ from vfhioh I Hudl endeavour to form 
Tome probable conjcclurcs about her native coun- 
trjp and the adventures that may have brought 
lier into Champague. — -JBut to return to her 
hxHory. 

The fqueaking cries fhe uttered thro' her 
throat, by way of language, were, I believe, 
not the leaft occafion of the harfh u^eatment flie 
ibmetimes underwent : They were indeed fright* 
fill, thofc of anger or fcai- elpecially, which I 
could cafily conceive from a fpecimen exhibited 
by hei* in my prcfence, of one of the moH mo- 
derate, expreflive of her joy or fricndiliip, and 
at which, had I not been put on my guard be- 
forehand, I Ihould have been heartily frighteu- 
cd. The moft terrible of all were utter'd by 
her on the approach of any unknown perlon, 
with an uitention to take hold of her, at which 
£he difcovered a horror that appeared alto- 
gedier extraordinary. Of this fhe once gave a. 
flrong milance iu^ the houfe of M. de Beaupre, 
at prefcnt a counfellor of ftate, but at that time 
i;i/^ifdis»/|of the province of Champagne, to whom 
ihe had been brought foonaf cer, being placedin the 
hofpital general of St. Maur at Chalons, which, by 
the certificate of her baptiiia, is fix'd to the 30th 
of Oitober 1 73 1.. A man who liad lieai J of her 

abhorrence of being touched, refolvpd neverthe* 

lefs 
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Icfs to embrace her, in ipite of the danger that 

he was told, as an unknown perfon he ran, 1a 

going too near her. She had in her hand at the 
time a piece of raw beef which ihe was devour^ 
ing with great fatisfadtion : And by way of pre- 
caution, they kept faA bold of her cloaths. The 
inilant ihe faw the man near her, in the attitude 
of taking hold of her arm, flic gave him fi.ch 
a violent ftroke on the face, both with her hajftd^ 
And the piece of fle{h ihe held in it, that he was 
fo ihinn'd and blinded, as to be (carcely abfe to 
keep his feet. The favage, at the fame time, 
believing the ftrangers around her to be fo many 
enemies, who intended to murder her, or dread-^ 
ing, perhaps, punilliment for what ihe had 
done, fprang out of their hands towards a win* 
dow, thro' which fhe had a view of trees and a 
river, intendingjto jump from it, and 10 make her 
eicape ; which ihe would certainly have doxic, it 
they had not again catch'd hold of her. 

The weaning her from feeding on raw bloody 
flefli, and the leaves, branches, and roots of ' 
trees, was the mo& difficult and dangeroxis part 
of her reformation. Her ftomach and conftl- 
tution having been conitantly accuitomed to raw 
food, full of its natural juice, could by no means 
endure our artificial kinds of food, rendered by 
cookery, according to the opinion of fcvcral 
phyiicians, much more difficult of digeftion«. 

Ba While 
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While Skit contiaued at the caftk of Songi^ and 
for the two firft years that flie ftaid in tlic ho- . 
fpital of Sc.^ujr at. Chalous, M. d'Epiaoy, 
who took care of her, gave ortkrs t.o cany lu:r, 
from cime to time, the raw fruits and roots oi 
which ihe was foadeft ; but in the holpital ilic 
was entirely deprived of raw fleflj, and raw £ih- 
cs, which fhe had found in great plenty about 
^ the caftle of Songi. She appeared particularly 
fond of fifti, cither from her natural tafte, or 
£:om Iter having acquired^ by copftant cuftom 
from her childhood, the faculty of catching 
them in the wat^ with more eafc, than Ihc 
c^ld the wild gaane by fpced of foot. M. de 
L— r — rcmctaibera that flie reiaincd this incli- 
nation for catching fi0i in the water, two years 
after her capture : And the (amp gentleman in- 
formed me, that the Utde fayage having beea 
one day brought by order of th^ V^fcount d'E- 
pinoy, to the caftle of $ongi, where M. deL— — 
then happened to be, no fooner perceived a door 
open which led to a lar^e pond, than flie imme- 
diately ran and threw herfelf into it,^dreft as 
Ihe was, fwam rcnuid all the fides of it, and 
landing on a jinall iiland, went in fearcKof frog^, 
which flie cat at her leifure. This circumftance 
ptits me mind of a cqaiical adventur^ which 
Ihie told me herfelf. 




When 
■ 
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When any company vifitcd M. d'Epinoy at 
Songi, he ufed to fend foi^ ttic girl, who foon be- 
came more tame, and began to difcover much 
good huiuour, ai ^ a foftnefs and liumanity of 
difpofitton, which the iavage li£c ihc had bcea 
obliged to follow for fclf-prcfei vation, had not 
been able altogeAcr to efface; for when flic 
did not appear apprelienfive of any harm, ihe 
was very traftablc yd good humoured. One 
day then that ihe was prefent at a great entei** 
tiiinment in the caftle, obferving none of the de- 
hcacies ihe eiieemed, every thing being cook'd^ 
flie ran out like lightaiiig, and traverimg all the 
ditches and ponds, returned with her apron full 
of living frogs, which ihe fpread very liberally 
on the plates of tU the guells ; and quite over- 
joyed at having found fuch good cheer, cried 
out, tien man man, done tieriy (hold" man man, 
hold then) almoft the only fyllables ihe could then 
articulate. We may eafily figure to ourfdves 
the confufion and bufUe this occafioned among 
the gueilsy every one endeavouring to avoid or 
throw away the frogs that were hopping all a- 
bout. The little favage quite furprifed at the 
fmall value they feem*d to fct on her delicate 
&re, carefully gathered up the fcattered frogs,, 
and threw them back again on the plates and ta- 
ble. The fame thing has h^^pened lEbveral times 
ta differexxt companies^ 
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It was With the utmoft di£Bculty ih^i they dif- 
h^ituated her from eating raw &cQ\, and» by flow 
degrees, reconciled her to our coqked vidual^. 
The firft trials fhe made to accuftom hcrfelf to vie- 
tuals dr^ with f^lt, and to arhik wine, coft her 
her teethy which,, together with her nails, were 
preferved as a curiollty^ She recovered, in- 
deed, a fct of new teeth juft like ours, but fhe 
irrecoverably hurt her health, which continue^ 
to be extremely dcUcate. From one dangerous 
dUbrder, ihe immediately fell into another, all 
occafioned by intolervibie pains in her Aomach . 
and bowels, but efpecially in her throat, whicl^ 
became parch'd and inflamed, owiag, as the 
phylicians alTerted, to the littk exeixife and 

■ 

nouriihinent derived to thefe^ parts from h^ 

pew regimen, in coipp^ri/bn of what they had 
received frpisi the raw viQual$ ihe formerly fed 
upon. Thefe pains fr<i^uently produfed aa Ut 
niverfal fpaftfi over hex whole body, ai:id weak-: 
neiles irreparable hj all tl^^arts gi iBool;ejy^ 
It wds, perhaps, on account of fo^ne of* thefe 
diforders which threatne4 her with in^SiX^l dc3lh» 
that they thought proper to hallen hpr baptifm. 
Of this ceremony, fkc dojes not retaip thel^aft re-* 
membrance.. She only mention^ her having heiurd 
afterwards, that it was intend'edto giveher fbrgod- 
fiither and god-mother, either M. de Bcmpvi,,. 
governor .of Champagne^ and a Lady called 

Ubtdame: Dupia;,or deCbotfeul biihop of 

Chalons^ 
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,ChaloD$» and Madame de Beaupre tb« governor 'j» 
l^Uy; but, in their abfence, the aJnuaiiuaig*' 

aiid governefs <rf tJbe hoJ^til o£ St, J^bur« pFr* 

iented her ui their name at the Fount, and gure 
her the ea^m^ of Mori Jngelique flUmme U Bianc. 
The reafon of giving her the nainc of AUmmie, 
that of the firft bifhop. of pial^f, wast, gs ih^ 
faysy her having come from afar to receive the. 
faith in iliii) diocefe, v^'hcre it had "been fbrm^ly 
{planted by that Saint* I^t it appears from her 
aft of baptiim, that Ixcr gcJiathcr bore the fame 

mme. 

There w;^ butfmal! probability of prefenring 

14adamoifclle le Blanc alive, h^c beft iUte of health 
bemg a fickly languor, which fecm'd to be carry- 
ing her to the ^ave, ^ 1 waa infbnned by M« 
ii— — , that M. d'Epinoy, who was folicitous to 
fav€ her at any expence, fcnt a phyfician to fee 
her, who being at a lois what to prcfcribe, hint* 
€dj that it was neccfiary to indulge her now and 
then wityb a bit of raw fleih. Accordingly, fhe 
ffij$ they gave her fome, bnt fiie could, by that 
<kne, only chew it, and fuck o^t the juice, not 
*^ing able to fwaliow the Aefh. Sometimes tqo, 
a Lady of the hotife, who had a great afie&ioa 
for her, would bring her a clvcken or. pigeon a* 
iivc, of which ihe iiDme4i^tefy fucfc'4 the blood 
VfSLf:aA$ which ihc found to be ^ kind of balfam 

il^t g^necr^^cd every q£ h^r fapdy, ffiiteAe^ 

thCL 
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the acrimony of her parched throat, and brought 
back her ftrcngth. It was with all this trouble, 
and thcfe narrow cfcapes, that Madamoifellc Le 

Blanc, by ilov* clegrces, gave over her raw diet/ 

and accuftomed herfelf to the cooked vi&uals 

we cat, iind that fo entirely, that at prefcnt flic 

has a difguft at raw flelh. 

As the Vifconnt d*Epinoy, while he lived, 
took great pleaiiirc, when at Songi, in feeing 
his little favage; he kept her in a convent, either 
at Chalons, or Vitri le Francois. But he appears 
to :nc Lo hcive lived only a ihort while after flie 
was taken, no mention being made of him in 
her a£t of baptifm, tho flie was baptized feven 
or eight* months after ; and yet it is exuemely 
pruDablc, that if he had been alive at that time,, 
he would have been her godfather. It is certain^ 
however, from the information of M. de L— — , 
that, after the death of M* d'Epinoy, the little 
XjC Blanc was placed in a couvent at Chalons ; 
ztA that upon the firft journey the widow of 
M. d'Epinoy made to Songi after that events 

the fame M. L who accompanied her, per- 

fuaded her to take the child into her own fami- 
ly, where flic could be kept at Itfs expence than 
m a conveat.. Tliat Lady and M. L*— having ac- 
cordingly made a journey to Chalons, with this^ 
in^tion, found Le Blanc tolerably impro-^ 

vodg^ and pretty »pert at fcvend female workr, 

by 

■ 
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by which /he might be ufcfiil to Madame d'JEpi- 

noy.* 9ut the fup^rior of the eonvent, firoin. 

fome motive thAl is uot known*, uoleis it weic 

the danger to her falvation that ^e child might 

ruQ ia the great wQ^d» pie^ailed on Madaxoc 

d'Epiaoy to let her remain where ihe was, in*. 

&>rming her at the fame lime> of fome Utile ad* 

ventures that feemed ftill to .indicate a bleat in- 
» ^ * * 

dina^OQ for ^mmipg «and, ctimbii)^ -trefiv 

as (he bad done formerly. From which the 
dy being apprehenfive, kft the giii might re% 
ouire too much looking aft.er> gave over aU. 
thoughts of taking her intp her family. From* 
this period, M.de Choifeul^ biihop p£ Chak)n^, 
was the perfon who took care of her, having gi- 
ven orders to his Vicar-general M. Cazptte,«tg» 
fopcrintend her inftructlon iij the fame convent 
where ihe had formerly been ]|>laced, 

Aftbr Blanc had lived feveral years lu 

that convent, and had made applications for per-^ 
miffion to dfiume the veil there^ Ihe conceived a 
diigufl at the lioufe, being a£hamed to .live with 
people who had feen her in her wild ftate imme* 
diatelymfter ihe was caught> ^d before ilie wasi 
civilized ; a circumflance which they made her 
feel very feniibly. On this account* ihe obtain- 
ed leave to remove to a convent at Saint Ivicue- 
hold. Upon arriving at that town m the month^ 
of September 1747, de la CoaJamine, of the 

* academy 
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academy of fciences, found her juft as flic enter- 
ed the inn, where he dined widi her and the 
hofte&, without letting her know that he had de- 
fignedlf fallen m with her, or that fhe was the 
objeA of his curiofity. She informed him of 
th^ obligations under which flie lay to the Duke 
of Orleans, who had been at the expence of 
her board, fince the time he had fecn her on his 
way thro' Chalons, as he was returning from 
Metz in the year 1744 : And ftie expreft great re- 
gret at having been dtflfimded from accepting of 
the charitable offer that Prince then made her, 
to place* her in a conyent at"Paris. M. dc la 
Condamme promifed Le Blanc to be the inftru- 
ment of conveying her fentiments on this head 
to the Prince. Wht> having been accordingly 
informed by him of the Ctuation of Le Blanc, 
and receiving ait the fame timje from the- Vicar- 
general of Chalons fatisfai^ion, with regard to 
hercondiift; he brought her to Paris, placed 
her in the convent of the Nouvelies X^tholiques, 
in the ftreet Su Anne, and wept thither himfelf 
to fee and converfe with her» that he might know 
what progrefi ihc had made in her ediy^ation. 
It was there that fhe firft partook of the holy 
facrament of the laft fupper, and received con- 
firmatiuii. Being afterwards removed to the 
convent of the vifitatioa at Chaillot^ ftiU under 
the patronage of the late Duke of Orleans, fhe 
itMktDg preparations for becoming a nunthere^ 
ifej^ ' when 
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when a- ftroke ihe received on the head by the fall 
of a window, and a long difordcr which attacked 
her immeditately afterwards, threw, her into the 

i^moft imminent danger. Her life was defpaired of ; 

■'.1 ft 

%ad by the advice of a pbyfician fent to vifit her 
y the Prince, liie was, by his ojrders, removed 
o Paris, to the houfe of the Hofpitalieres, 
in the fubuffb St. Marceau, where Ihe could 
more eafily receive tlic afiiftauce lier fituation re- 
l ciuired. The Duke of Orleans had the good* 
% nels perfonally to recommend her to the fuperi- 
or and fifters, and to engage not only to pay her 
board, but likeways all the medicines and trou- 
ble that flxould be thought ncccflGiry. That Prince 
has undoubtedly received the reward of his cha- 
rity in the other world ; but In this, the unhappy 
Le Blanc rcapt very little benefit from his good in- 
tentions. - in this fociety, which, ,by her means, 
' hoped to procure a Prince £or its proteftor, and 
in him undoubted fecurity for her board, Le 
1 Blanc found herfclf in a manner totally neglec- 
ted. I fliall leave the reader to imagine the me- 
lancholy refledlions of this unhapi>y girl, on be- 
ing, by the death of her noble patron, left weak 
S and languilhhig, without either relation or friend 
to take care of her among thefe religious, who, 
I by that event, faw all their expectations blallcd ; *■ 
f at the lame time, in cafe of her rccovermg, fhc 
i fbrc&w what neglect, and how many mortifica- 
tions 

1- 
_* 

!.> 

:» 
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tioM <hc muft undergo from perfons who had 
DO profpa& of being • repaid thcu* advances on' 

It Wii^i in thefc difagreeable circumftanc€S 
diac I law her for the £rft time in November 
1752. They vfcix hardly mended, when Lq 
Biaac had recovered as much ftrengtli as to be 
ahle to come herfelf to tell me, that the Duke of 
Orleans, tlie inheritor of his father's virtues, 
had undertaken to pay the nine months board 
that had fallen due for her fince 4iis father's 
deadi, and that ihe had befides, fome reaibn to 
hope to be put on that Princess lift, for & yearly 
penfion of 200 Hvres for Hfo; adding, at the 
fiune liisie, that untU this lail point ihould be 
Htclccl, which could not happen till the montlx 
of January following, ihe had accepted of a 
fmall apai uncnt, which a perfon flic mentioned 
had offered her. But how, fays I, do you pro- 
gofe to fubiift in this apartment for two montlis, 
and perhaps more, in your .fickly iituatioil ? 
For what purpofe, anfwered ihe, with a firm* 
ncfi and confidence that furprifed me, has God 
brbught me from among wild beafts, and made- 
me a Chrlltian ? not, iurcly, afterwards to a- 
bandon, and fuffer me to periifa for hunger : 
that is impoilible ; I know no other father but 
him, nor no other mother but the blefled Vir- 
gin? 
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«m ; their prorideoce, therefore, will fuppon 
me. The pleafurc with which I fet down this 
aafwer, repays, with vfnrj, the pains I hare ta- 
ken tocompofe the preceding relation, whidilfliall 
fiaiih with an aceoant of the anfwcrs made by Lc 
Blanc tp the fevcral queftioos I aiked her, witfi re. 
gard to what (he recolkacd of the firftpart of her 
life i And I ihall iubjoin the conje^res I have 
already promifcd about her native country, 
and the accidents which may haye brought her 
h«o France, and given occaiion to the very lin- 
gular ciraimifanees of her difcovcry and cap. 
ture. 

Madamoisslle Le BiANc acknowledge.^ 
that flie did not begin to relict till after Ihc had 
made fome progreis in her education ; aiul tliai 
during her life in the woods, fhe had fcarccly 
any other ideas than a fenfe of her wanu, and a ' 
dcfirc to fatfafy-them. She has no remembrance 
either of lather or mother, or any other perfon 
of her own country, and hardly any of the coun. 
try itfelf, except that Ihc docs not remember to 
have feen any honfes there, but only holes un- 
der gmnnd, and a kind of huts iiice barracks 
(a fimiUtudc of her own) mto which they crepj 
«» four; and flie has even an idea that the& 
huts were covered with fnow. She adds, that 
ttc frequently mounted trees, either to protcdk 

^ herfclf 



/ 

Uigiiizea by LiUO^lc: 



. 4,^ The U I s T D R T ijf 

herfelf from wild beafts^ or lib difcover more 

eiifily at a diftance animals proportioned to her 
Arength and her urants, which flie attacked for 
food. Thefc circuniitaiices were fo Itrongly 
fixed in her imagination, that when ihe begu 
to imderAand i rench, but before Ihe could ex- 
preis herfelf in it, which did not happen till a * 

long while after fhe was taken, when aiked 

whence ihe came^ and who was her father and 
mother ? fhe ufed to point to a tree', if there was 
one near her, and to the ground at the foot of 
it. The only particular of her infancy of which 
ihe retains a flight remembrance, was her having . 
fccn, when very young, either in the fea or 
fome river^ ihe knows not which, a huge ani- 
mal iwimming with two feet, like a dog, having 

a round head refem^Ung that of a bull dog, and 
large fparkling eyes : that» feeing the creature 
approaching as if to devour her, ihe efcaped to 
the land, and ran a gi^eat way off. I aiked her 
if the creature had only two feet, and if it had 
hair^ and of what colour i To which ihe an- 
fwered. That ihe did not take time to obferve it 
particularly ; but that ihe fawno more than two 
feet with which it fwam : that it appeared to 
have but about one half of its body above the 
water, and the reii below : that ihe believed ihe 
faw hair on it, of a greyiih black colour, and 
ihort, fomewhat likethat of a dog whofe hair 
• has been newly cut. 

This 
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This defcriptton, ib nearly arefembling that of 

a feal ; the vioLsat iuclinaiion Le Blanc retained 
for fcveral years after coining to France, of 
ihrowing herfelf into the water, lliliing there 
with her hands, fwimming in it in fpite of the 
cold aad froft, and of eating every thing raw ; 
and the veaknefs and faintings Ihe was at firfl: 
iubje<^t to on feeling the heat of the ^e or fun^ 
appear to me to be certain proofs of her being 
bom in the norths ibmewhere near the Frozen 
Scu, vvlieix fcals arefiftied for \ and feveral other 
obiervations which I ihall fubmit to the reader, 
incline me to fufped that fhe is of the J^lqui- 
maux nation, which inhabits the country of 
Labrador, lying to the north of Canada, 

» 

Le Blanc acknowledges, that in the various 
relations ihe has made to me on diiferent occa- 
'fions, there are leveral particulars of which ihe 

-retains but a confufed and indiitin£t rcmcm* 
brance, and which fhe fufpefts to be blended 
with circumftances that ihe may have imagined 
after ihe began to redect on the queflions aiked 
hc;r at firft^ 'and - conftantly repeated to her 
afterwards* , 

She has, however, always affirmed, and ex« 

preiHd by figns before (he could fpeak French, 
that ihe had twice croiled the fea : and of thfis 
fact ilie polltively aflhred M. dela Coudaminc in 

C a th^ 
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the year 1747. As t# wiiat Ihe hatf fometimcs 
Wld of her having been long on fea, by rcalon 
of the fliip s ftopping at different iflands, ihe is 
at prefent fenfible that this was, only a repetition 
of feme commentary Ihc has heard upon her 

adventures, I was informed byM«L that 

he heard a report about M. d'Epinoy '3 family, 
of the two little k\iages hai^iag been fold in 
fome. of die ifiands of America, where, being 
favomites of ^eir.miftrela, but difliked by their 
maftcr, the miftrcfs was obliged to fell them a- 
gam^ and fu&r them to be reimbarked either is 
•the Ihip that had brought thfim, or in fomc 
Other. Thefe drcumftances tally pretty well with 
thofe fet forth in the letter already mentioned, 
printed in the Mercury of France : But it is 
apparent^ that thde particulars arife altogether 
from coqjedurci more or leis probable^ formed 
upon the firft iigns and expreiEbns that were ob* 
taiutd from the young girl, when (he began to 
fpeak Frencb» fome months after being taken ; 
and certainly fo circumfiantiate a relation, 
founded on no better authority than iignS| is 
very little to be depended on, 

Nor do I think we can have more depen- 
dence upon what Le BUnc pretends to remcinbcr 
of there having been aboard the ihip in which 
flie was tranfported, fome people who under- 
fiood her language, which was nothing but 

ihrtU 
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flirill piercing cries, formed in the throat, with- 
out any articulation or motion of the lips. As 
to her two .embari^ations, of which ihc has pre- 
fcrvcd a pretty diftinA idea, and about which 
ihc has never Visried, the truth of them, as well 
as of her having remained fume time iu a iiot 
. country ,iiich as our- Weft India iflands, leems to 
be in fome meafure coniirmcd by this, that fugar 
canes, caflave, or manioc, the known productions 
of the hotteil climates, were by no means new or 
i\pknown objefVs to her, for Ihe rcmcmbci s to 
have eat of them } and the firft time they were 
fhewn her in France, flie fcized diem very 
greedily. I take notice of thefe circumftances, 
:bccaufe tlicy tend to form a couaedtion between 
the feveral parts of the adventures ^hat may have 
conducted Madamoiilllc Le Blanc from the 
northerh regions, of which Ihe appears to be a 
native, fa ft into the Weft Indies, and from thence 
into Europe, fiHnewbere near tb{| frontiers of 
France, 

She and her companion catched the fiih witl\ 
their hands, either in tlte fca, in lakes, or iu 
rivers ; for Madamoifelle Le Bhmc could not ex- 
plain 10 me winch ; nor could ihe give me any 
Other de&ription of tlieir manner of fifbing, ex- 
cept tha^^when they faw in the water, where 
Jtheir fight was extremely acute, any fifbcs, they 
iaftantly pui^ued and catched them, then r&* 

C 3 turned 
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turned to the furfacc of tlic water Co gut and 
waih chemi immediatdy afterwards eat them, 
4ind thca went ia ^ueA of more, it muft 
therefore haw been either in fome river, or if 
ia the fea, it could only be^ when the fiiip tMras at 
anchor in fome port or road, that they fiflied in 
this nuumer; Of this Iifas peribadedby one 
of her adventures ; for ihe told me, that having 
one day thrown herielf into the water, not to fifli, 
as it would feem^ becauTe ihe did not chufe to ^ 
return again, bnc to make her eieape, on ac- 
count of fome har(h u(^ge» »nd having fwam a* 
bout a confideraUe tine, Ihe betook heHelf at 
laft to a &eep rock, on which ihe icrambled, as 
fhc fays, like a cat ; and having been purfued 
Ihither hf. a boat or caooe^ ihe was setaken with 
much diiliculty, being found concealed among 
fomebuflics^ AU this ihows» that die fliip was not 
liar froin land* though it is. not unlikely that this 
cfcape may \» the iame with that mentioned a- 
hove, of which M*. de hr-^^-x was an eje^witnefi. 
at Songi.. 

m Oh. account of this flight, perhaps, or fome 
Other attempts of the iame kind, the two fitde 
lavages were confined to the hold of the ihip i 
but this precaution had Kke to ha^e proved fa- 
^both to them and to. the reft of the cxew 
likjiwii^*., Perceiving thcmfdves near the wa- 

ittc^ dMttC' fiuoUDce. dement^ the^p formed fti 
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icheme of fciatdung a hok 'xsx the ilup with 
tliek* n«ls» wfaach diey migliic make !tlielr 
c&ape iQCO ,tlie water* The crew, jboircTer, 
luckily difcovered their operations, ia time c- 
iiiQU|[h to|irev<;nt the e^Aof chem, and thereby 
efcapcd an unavoidable ihipwreck. This attempt 
made them ehain the nroiiak £ivages ia lueh a 
way as lo put ic out of xhcir power to refui^e 
tkeir work. 

i 

FnoM thift we may believe, diat thefc children 
required to be very fliarply looked after; and 
their averfion to being touched, muft have incrcaf- 
cd the diaicuUy of keeping them. According to 
Le Blanc's account* it was very troubkfumc ta 
theur goveruOTs to approach them j for, whe- 
ther their abhorrence of being touched was Jia« 
tural to thctot or proceeded from the remem- 
brance of dieir being carried off, or the dread of 
iU uiage, they became i^ious on perceiving any 
pel ion come near them ; and it was ncceflary 
foT fuch perfoa carefully to guard himfrlf againil 
their arois aj^ naiU ; or, failing thefe, againft 
their fifts, which Were weil Jc J with a ftrength 
4i£ affm greatly fuperior to chat of our chi|jrffe 
of the iame age.^ 

Up Oil their aiTival in Champagne, their. ann#^ 
jKoe, by Madamoifelle Blanc's account, a 
■(ho i 3:.ftkk»^o£a. thickoefs. proportioned to their, 

ftrength^. 
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ftrength, having at its end a iouud knot of very 
hard irood, thd whole ki the fltape^of a chib, 
together ^ ith a knife rcfemblmg a gardener's 
prumog knifci but >faaYH]g two/ Ulides^ each 
larger thaa that of a pruning kuifcy* folding 
down upoA the. oppofite fldes, of a 'wooden 
handlej.; This Jlai^iaftruaiesi^ ferved prindif^ly' 

« 

to divide, and open: the animals they catched, or 

to defend themfelves in a clofe engagement, 
Thefe arms, fhe fays, they carried in a kind of 
bag or- pocketi ^fixed to a large piece of Ikfn,' 
which was wrapped round their bodies, and' 
r^eached down to the^r. jfenees* Upoa my dik- 
ing, Wlxeiiicr that diciii did not incumiuode 
.them in climbing^ trees^ in the manner fhe had . 
mentioned ? iihc anivvcrcd, that it did not ; for 
that on fuch occaiions, they held the back part 
of it in their teeth. Upon my inquiring with 
more than ordinary anxiety about this drefs, and 
their other ornaments, thati might the better find 
thcni out in certain iigurcs in uiy polTcilion, re- 
prefcnting Efquimaux, the told me, that her firft 
clpaths, arms, necklace, and pendants, werc^ 
taken £:om her at M. d'£pinoy*s : Thajf there 
were fomc ftrange characters engi-aved on her 
arms, which perhaps might haye led to a more 
particular difcovery of hpx nation ; but that all 
thefe things were prcftrvcd by M. d'Epinoy as a ' 
curioiity, at whoie houfe Ihe often faw them» 
aad dicHcd hcrfelf in them fomctimcs. I was 
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told, however, by M. de L — — , that he never 

knew any thii^s q£ thefe anas : But I have id- 
jready obferved, that this gentlcmaa only faw 
JUe Blanc ifx the firA time in that hou£:» two 
years after her capture. She was then dreiled 
in a kind of veft^ or, as fhe fays herfefef, a jae- 

quet of fluff, which, by M. de L *s accovinl^ 

did -not hinder her, upon feeing a door open 
that led to a large pond, to run and throw h^r-* 
felf into it, to fmt£i round all iis fides, and to 
Un4 upon a piece of dr^ ground ihe fouud in it, 
where ihe fell a eating frogs. 



It appeals, that afder the efcape of thefe two 
^hildven, firom whatever \ .ace it was, being then 
\ Jtnc^able.of any othisr vj ^ws or intentions than 
j^lsolc of liberty and fclf^prefervation, they pur- 
: ifwd BO Other rout than chance or necefllty pre* 
-fcntcd. At night, when, according to Le Blanc, 
.they fin? mose diftinAly than la tb6 day» (which 
'howevermuftnot be underftood literally, though 
#ier eyes do ftill retain fomewhat of that £ku1- 
ty) they travelled about in feai ch of food and 
4rink. The finaU game which they catefaed fit- 
tii^, and the roots of trees, were their provi- 
fions ; their arms and nails fiipplying the plaecof 
caterer and cook. They palied the day either in 
holes, in buihcs, or upon trees, as the nature of 
the i^acc permitted. The trees were theii: re* 
fugc againii the wild bcaits wi^ich they difcovcr- 

edj 
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cd ; they ferved them iikeiivife as their watch- 
towers, from whence they could obfcrve at a 
diftaoce' Whether any of their enemies were 
i^ear, when they wanted to come down ; and it 
was here they waited, as- it were in ^mb^fli, for 
the pairing of any game, upon which they either 
Jeaped all of a fudden, or went in purfuk of 
them. Providence, which beftows on every 
creature the inftinfts and fdcukies neceflary for 
the (Mrefervatton of its kind, had endued thefe 
with a power of motion in the eyes quite incon- 
ceiveable % their movement was fo extemely quick, 
and their fight fo ihai'p, that they migiii be fiud to 
fee in the {ameinftanton every fide of thcm,with- 
<mt hardly moving their heads. The little of this 
faculty ihai Lc bianc ilill retains, is aftoniiliing, 
when ihe chufes to ihow it ; £or at ether times 
her eyes are like ours, which fbe reckons a 
lucky ckcumftance, it having a great deal 
of pains to deprive them of their quick motion, 
and in which they had almoft dcfpaired of fuc- 
ceeding. • 

The trees were like wife ih^ir^beds, or rather 
their cradles ; for, according to her dclcription, 
they flept Ibundly in them» eiilxer fitting, or 
probably riding on fomc branch, fuffering them- 
fclvcs to be rocked by the winds, aod e^ipofed to 
every inclemency of the weather, wiihout any 
Other precaution than the fecuring chemfelves 
^ '^^S^^ with 
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w ith one hand, and ufing the other by way of 

The largeft rivers did xK>t at all ftop their 
jourucy either by day or night; for they al- 
wife crofied them without aoy dread : Some- 
times they entered them merely for the fake of 
drinking, which they performed by dipping in 
their chin up to the mouths and fucking the 
water like horfes. But they moft frequently 
entered the rivers to catch the i^ihes they per- 
ceived at the bottom, which they brought afliore 
in their hands and mouths, there to open, Ikin^ 
kiiJ cat them, as I have mentioned above. 



Having hinted to Madamoifcllc Lc BI 
that 1 had great difficulty to believe it poffible 
for her to make her way out of a deep river, ia 
the manner ih^ mentioned, without the affiftanee 
of her hands and hi cadi; £he aiTured me, that 
without fuch aififtande fhe always mounted to 
the lui tdcc of ihc water, a very httlc breath being 
•alone fufficient far that purpofe, of which flie 
had given an example only four years ago. Of 
this fhe ihowed me the manner, ftanding up- 
right, with both her arms held ftreight up, as if 
holding fomething above tlie water, having the 
end of her handkerchief between her tceth^ like 
a fifli, breathing at the. fame time foftiy, but 
without interruption, with, each corner- of her 

mouth 



* 
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mouth altiraately, much in the fame manner 
that a fmoaker breathes with one corner of his 
mouthi while he holds his pipe in the other. 
In this way, by Le Blanc's account, ftic and her 
companion pafied the Mame in their way to 
Songi, wlieic ilic was taken, as before related. 

It remaini now from thefc fafts, which arc 
by no meaus aU equally certain, to form fdme 
probable conjefturcs about the way in which thefc 
two ravages were tranfported to our continent, 

and remained undiieovered till their arrival near 
. Chalons in Champagne, 

Indefenjdent of the natural averfion dif* 
covered by M^damoifelle Le Blanc at tiie fire^ 
o£her propeniity to plunge into the»water in 
the coldeft weather, of her taftc for raw fifh, 
which was her favourite food, and of the other 
obfervations ahcady fct down, which do not 
permit us to doubt of her being ± native of fbme 
northern region, bordering on tiie Frozen 
Ocean: Her white cotour, juft Kfcc our own, is^ 
concluiive on this point, leaving not the fmalleft 
uncertainty: For it is an undoubted fadl, that 
all the natives of the inland countries of Africa^ 
and of the other warm and temperate climates of 
America, arc either black, olive, or copper- 
coloiured. If therefore the only remaining que- 
fiion were. How two young favages, of fome 

northern 



Uigiiizeti by 



^fioi'diern ironnay, cotild have cottie int^ 
France ? — It might be folvcd in toany different 
ways, sSl equally probable. B«t the dillietil^ 
here is, to acwunt not only for the two feiparate 
•embarkations, of whkh Le Blacne retains the re* 
membrance, but like wife for her being carried 
to, and remaining fome time in a country where 
there were fugar canes aad caffim ; and fturther 
for the black colour wi^h which ihc was paint* 
ed. ThoBgh here it is by Ino means oar 
province or intention to compofe a romance, or 
to derife imaginary ady e n ttft ' e s, yet where cer- 
tainty is wantmg, wc muft look for probability. 
Of all the different fup^ofitions I have formed 
for connefting the various circumftanccs of this ^ 
hiftoiy, wluit follows is the fimplcft anli the moft 
tprobabie« 

It is well kno^vii, that aU the £af opean nations 
who have colonics in America, arc obliged tD 
carry thither flayes to mkivate the ground, and 
to prepare its ditFcrent produaioas, fuch as far 
•^ar, indigo, tobac<«o, ehoceface, coflfee, <br. ' 
TTie Negroes of Africa, when csoried to the 
Weft Indiet, avlknate muck of ^ ftme tempera- 
tnte with their cma, accommodate themfelves 
%o It without wy difficulty, and thrive extremely * 
well; but all attempts to nttundise the favnges 
t>f the northern regions to that country, bave 
prt?vwl unfticccfsfiri. The Englifli, Dttteh, Md 

O Danes, 
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Banes, who have colonies in (everal of the Weft 

India panels, as well as we, have more than once 
carried off fome of the Efquimaux favages who 
inhabit the country of Labrador to the north 
of Canada. I imagine then that tlie captain of 
a ihip from the Jiiorth of Holland, or Scotland, 
or fome town ia Norway, may have caiTied off a 
parcel of flaves from fome northern country, 
from Labrador perhaps, with an intention to 
feU them in the Weft India iflands, where they 
may have had an opportunity of feeing and eat* 
ing ftigar caacs and manioc. The fame captain 
may probably have tranfported one or two of 
thcfc fl.ives to Europe, either becaufe he could 
not find an opportunity of difpofing of them to 
advantage, or from caprice or curiofity; and 
the youth of our two little lavages might natu- 
rally enough procure them that preference ; in 
which cafe, it is not improbable, that on his ar- 
rival in Europe, he may have either fold thern^ 
or given them away 5n a prefent. And it is , 
likewife probable, that either through a frolic^ 
or with a fraudulent intention, the proprietor , 
may have painted tfa^m black, by which means 
he might pais thcni for natives of Guinea, and 
at the fame .time avoid any challenge on account 
of his having decoyed them away. There is in 
America a plant that yields a dear traniparent li- 
quor, which tubbed on the ikin, renders it perfect- 
ly black ; This colour indeed wears off in about 

nine 
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nine or ten days ; but it may be rendered more 
durable by laying it on in .feveral coats, and 
mixing with it different ingredients, Uiiherto 
our fuppoiitlons are at Icdfi pLaufible ; what fol* 
lows approrches much nearer to certainty, and 
cvui to demoaftration, 

. It is indifputable, that fome way or other 
thefe two children have been brought to Europe 
by iea. Now, the nearer we ihall luppoie the 
place where they were landed, to liave bceij to 
that where they were found, the more iinipie 
and natural will their (lory appear. Let us then 
fuppoie them to have been fold in fome port of 
the Zuydcr Sea, and from thence conveyed by 
the Ifiel, or by (bme of the canals which tr«- 
verfe the country thereabouts, to the habitations 
of their new mafters, either in the country of 
Guelders, for example, or in that of Cleves* 
upon tiie banks of the MofeUc. We may judge 
from tbe account that has been given of the^ 
little Le Blanc, how difficult to keep flie and her 
companion were, and that the firft moment they 
found an opportunity to efcape, they would not 
fail to make nie of it. That country is very 
woody, and when once they had reached the 
foreft of the Ardennes, the reft of their ftory 
needs no explanation. We have feen that they 
pafled the day in trees, that they knew 
how to provide their food, and that they never 

D a. travelled 
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tranreDed but at night* They either may hare 
roameii by. chance^ or thcic ijiikia4t may have 
induced them to proceed towards that quarter, 
^ere diey ikw the liin through the day, and 

parucularly towards that point of the horizon 
where he had diiappeared in the evenings and 
"thither the twilight may have conducted them 
about the hour when tlicy ulually began their 
journey, as when they iwam acrois tlic Maine, 
This journey, of fcvcral months continuau^Ci 
through a woody eountry, aUhough not amount- 
ing ptahaps. to 50 leagues, in a fUidghi line, may 
have brought chem towards the &iudL.we£b fast 
of Xrorrain, and from, tlieuce into, that pai t of 
Champagne wJiese* they were founds And thaa 
the advettures o£ Le J^wcma; h^.Q^j ac&ounXr 

We may form a more fimple ftory fiiU, by 

fu{>poiing thefc two little favages to hajrc been 
transported irom their northern country, to Ibme 
of the French Wefl;*Indta iflaniU, fuch as St^ 

Domingo^ Quadaloupc, or Martialcq, an J to 
have been purchaied there by fome Frenchman, 
who foon after returned, with his family, to 
France, and fettled in Lorraine, having brought 

th^fe two children tliither aloog with him. h u 
probable that they would foon make their eicape* 
This wQttld very 9aturaUy accpunt for the little IiP 
iilanc's feemiiig to undcrftaod fome French word$, 
and nvAcing others, almoft immediately after 

flxc. 
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flie was caught j and likcways, for the ciraim' 
fiances which they at firft dUcovered by her figaSt 
and afterwards by her converfation, of her ha- 
vmg been about a I^dy idiom ihe had ieen work* 
ing at a fort of upefiiy. This lall fuppoiltioa too 
requires but a very ihort ^cc of time, twelve . 
or fifteen days perhaps^ between her cicape from^ 
her mafter in Lorrain, and her appearing near • 
Chalons. Wheujce we may more cafify* con- 
ceive how her black colour ftill continued, altho*' 
ihe had fwam acrofs one river at leaft. This ap« 
pears to me to be only attended with one difficulty, 
namely,- that altho' thefe two* children were 
found fo near the place from whence they had ^ 
efcaped, and their ftovy became public, yet flreir 
mailers never dilcovered themiclves. This ob<-* 
jectiun, however, is by no means unanfwcrable. 
Perhaps their mafter or miftrefs being tired of 
them, and having de/pau'cd of being able to 
came them, were not at all difpleaied to* rid 
of them, said therefore gave themfelvcs no trou- 
ble about recovering thent, or, at leaft, did not 
inHa oa their being reftored. This is, iu ibme ^ 
meafiire, confirmed by wins M. de L— — • told 
me of fome enqiury having been made from 
Holland, as he flunks,, in confequence of which 
the young iavage was claimed from 4hc late M.. 
d*£pinoy, who rcfufed to return her: But iC 
&ould feem that the ce^iuifition has been- but 
faintly iuilfted on,. 
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Wi^&E txTf uUcrn luio^Ka vhidb ma^c uic of 
juerck^ cjrks tbro^ the. UircM^ as. 
wre fiimlluur to MadamoifeUe le Blaiic». tqr way 
of langua||C# ihiOJiiyUl t^vc oo dauht aboyc^ 
bcr Mtive caimtry : But ftiU fhemuft ha.ve come 
mai«*rMucc uxiiQugMi3)i;b^ aa ve have bear 
iWiVi'iljU^ If is ^mciJgcA that tUc dcuiaad^Qf 
the 7o«og.fiisage .w9ii. J3»a4ii, or oiiea&m o£ the 

\qti,ci^ pul4Aii^<^ ^ ^ Mcrcuvy i Unt I li^v^ nDt 

bim iMeiCemio^ to^.di&09e9t £mv wlieim it: 
Thfca wa^-th^ time ta hf4v&.tcace4 hec to* 
her firacccy andL la have beeo^ jouch nuviee^- 
a4tly acquatfied. iirith.h^* hiii/pr;«. Peyhaps it 
may not be too. J;^;^ . AiU and. the puhlkaiioa of 
, db^ relation- procure oew Mf^t ia iiIm» vwj 

.curious ajq4> ^4ii > > whicb is^.oa^ of tl^e- 

principal sQoiimi ihaK liam jadtii^Dcm iw tq^ cos^»- 



I RATS ppoved ciiat lijm iV^gveafc rcafoa » 
think, that Madainoi£;Ue Is Bia^ is of thcEf- 
^|ainuni9 nation i liu»> at my prooft-are^eiiiialiy- 
applicable to the favages Gpetokuidy Spitz— 
hcrgen> an^ N^ai2ifi«ihb> ti^irwiraof impo»^- 
* t9Me totidiQiM^ eKa^EUy^ whether ike. i» amative of ' 
the continent of ' America^ or of 'tllaftx>f ^rope. 
It is fiUl in ous power ; £^ we kaoir tlui ibe* 
ii^niSi k^ui faYages, botli inea and women, haFe- 
a cf ciaini piec^iferity^* wbkk diftingiiiitiet then, 
both froaxx Europeans; Ahkg^ md Aiiaiics«. 

A F P £ N:> 
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No. 

EXTRACT from the "Register of J^APTisMs 
rf the parijb church qf St. Sulpice, rf the tcvm: 

&f Chalons ui Champagne 

m 

t«|r^iUC. isfidi!; ofe Jmt; in the yw 1732,, 
X wm^ hmuxfdLixf. me» afi^er. fubftrifoing, 

Prieftt Caaoa^ReguliU', Prioi\ Curate of Sc.. 

g€Hqu£ Mcmmk^ aged ^bout eleven year S| whoic 
&ther' and mod&er ztc imknown^ even to the 
girl hcrfelfj who has be«a either born in, or 
irttafpMed'Wlieife*wry Yomg to iome Mmd o£ 
America, £rom whence, by the difporitioa of a 
merciful providertce, having landed in France, 
• aodibekig'ftiItee»dii£led hf the- fame goodnefs: 
of Ged, iRto this diocefe, has been at kit placed 
wAnr die {|MMSftge-of^owiOyifrioi»bi^ 
ib^ the hoipital gpneral of St. Maur, into- whiclr 
' file CAtecedl Ate- joth. ofi- Qftober Iftft t her gad- 
lidieB bting M. Mmnmu Ic * Mainci gi^ocurfttor 
of the faid hofpital ; and her godmother Da- 
m^M& M»m§^Nic9h^cfIMiei, govern^ oif* the 
feme hofpital of St. Maaf, who have atteftcJ 
file dftf andlyeay -at above;. (So %ned,) Memmie 

t 
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I, AFTER iiihfcribing, prieft, canon-regular, 
prior, curate ^ St. Sulplce, do certify the pre* 
fcnt cxtraft to be agreeable to its original. De- 
livered at Chalons, this 21ft of October 1750. 

(Signed,) DANSAIS, Pricur, Cura de St. 
Sulpicc* 

No. n. 

A LETTER wrote from Chahns in Champagne^ 

pf date the ^tbof December ij^l, fy M. J 

an tie faiyeB ef the Savage OirU femd in 
the neighbgurhood that /own*— — Puiti/hed in 
the Mercury of France, for the month of Decern- 
her 173*.. 

FiRSU4D£0y Sir^ that . the fole intention of 
your memoirs is to gratify the curiofitjr of 
the public, about every pai ticular which may 
contxibute either to its advaxitage or entertain* 
ment, I ihall do myfelf the honour to anAver 
your letter of the ad of this months with regard 
. to the favage who has been found in the neigh- 
bourhood o£ Chalons, in which 1 ihall ac« 
c^uaiut you both with the accounts I have 

received from others- on this fubjedk, as well as 

witli what I difcovercd from peifoaal converfa- 
tion with herfelf in my own houfe. And I Ih^U 
begin with telling you, that as, by reafon of her 
having hitherto had but little communication 
wiih the world and of her. jknowing at prefent 
•V, only 
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only at few Fceach words» which fiic pronouiicet 

badly; it i& almoil impoffibie to conjccluiie, of 
what country (he is a native: It is^ however^ 
certain,, from the circimiftances I ani now to lay 
before you» that fhe is not a Norwegian, as has 
been reported. We are rather incliocd to be- 
lieve, that fhe is a native of fome of the Well^ 
India iilands belonging to France, fuch as. Guar 
daluupc, Martiuko, St. Chriftopkcii*, St. Do- 

mingo, &c, becaufe a gentleman of Chalons, 
who has been at Guadaloupe, having £bown her 
fbme cafiave or manioc, a kind of bread nfed 
hy the Weft India. favages,.'ihe fixclaimcd for 
joy, and havios^ ieized a bit of it, cat it ¥ery 
ffccdify t. He JUkeways iheweil her foxue othcx 
curiofitics of the fame country, in which Qxc 
took extraordinary deligiitvt plainly difcovering 
that fhe had iccix things of the lame ki^id b^* 
ibrei whence we are. led to fufpe^i at prefentf 
that {he h<u rather c^me iyoxsL dm couxui^y than 
from Norway. 

Bt. the ftw worxk we have been able to. draw 
from her,^ it ap^ais,. that (he has crofs*d the 
fca.; that afterwards, a Lady oi* diftinctiou took 
care of hor- education, and had caufed her to be 
cloathcd J before which her only covering was a 
fkin I thai thiaXady kept hev fhut up in her 
hou fc, without fuffering her to be fccn oi" any 

hedy ; but the li^f's huiband not chuling to 

ha^Q 
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iunfc fuch ^ extraox^b^ry figure Ipngei: in his 

fapiily, coiirtaatly cxpofcd before his wife, the 

girl was *ol;^ged to nm away : Aod that at. laft, 

travcUiiig only in. the night, by the light of the 
moon, which, flic talis, tbe canJ^ of the Good 
Virgin y fhe arrived ia the month of September 
laft at Songi^ a ^age diftant four miles from 
Chalons, the property of M. d'Epinoy, whole 
marriage with MflidamoifeUe de Lannoy, daugh* 
ter- of the Count ; de Lannoy, you have lately 

ai^noimced. , 

* 

It is likcways certain, that before her arrival 
at Songi, fhe Vas ,feen above Vitri le.Fran^ois 
in company with a negroe girl, with whom fhe 
quarrelled, becaufe the, negroe would not allow 
her to adorn herfelf with , a chaplet, which Ihe 
calls a great (* chime:) That the favage proving 
ifarongeft, the negroe left her, and had, fome- 
timd after, appeai cd near the village of Cheppc, 
not fiur from Songi, but was no ' more ieen af- 
ter wa r d s , As for our favage, having been jdifco- 
rered in a vineyard, Ikinning and eating frogs 
along with leaves of trees, by the fhepherd of 
Songi, ihe was by him carried to the caftle' of 

M. d'Epinoy 

■ * * ■# 

s 

* 'Tliis is the word in the origiaal, and muft ci- 
ther he ohfolete French, or of Le Blanc's own in- 
ventuig ; tor I have not been able to difcover its 
meaning, either from didtonaries, or verbal tnfor* 
mation. 
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M. d'Epinoy, who ordered the ihephcrd to lodge, 
her in his honfe, asid promifed to take care o£ 
her diet, &c* The attention paid her for near 
two months hy this nobleman^ who kept her 
the greateft part of the day in his funilf, per- 
mitting her to fifii in his ditch^ and ieafch for 
roots in his gardens,, brought, a great deal o£ 
company to his houfc. She was obfcrved to cat 
every thing raw, fuch as rabbits^ which ihe ikin-* 
ned with her fingerSj as expcrdy as any cook. 
She climbed trees more eafily than the moft a* 
glle woodman, and when at the top of them, 
ihe imitated the notes of the difl&rent birds of 
her own country. I myfdf faw her. in a gar- 
Sen at Chalons, fearching in the ground for 
roots, and, for that purpofe, making ufe only 
of her thumb and foremoft finger, with which 
ihe woutd, in an inftant» make holes of a con« 
iiderablc depth> and as ikilfuUy as could have 
been done, with a hough. 

The bilhop of Chalons, and the goremor of 
the province, hav.e been witneiTes to her exerci* 
fcs of tWs fort. The bifliop has fince placed her 
in the hofpital general of this town, into which 
the children of both fexes, belonging to the 

poorer inhabitants are received, and brought up 
to the age <>£ 15 or 16 years, when they arc put 
out to trades* It is there that they endeavour 
at prefenc to tame and infcru£t her. She fome;- 

• times 
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iSmes cats bread, but k is entirely thro' comphi- 

lance, for it gives her die heart-burn, as docs 
•every tiling ihat is &ltcd. Bifarit. and eook'd 
meat fet her a vomiting and fhe can endure no* 
thing io vhick meal is an Ingredient : The go- 
vernor de&red to make her cat lomc fritteis, bm 
on that account fhe vnmild hot tafte them. She 
akcn Macaroni, and is fostd of brandy, cal* 
ling it burnjlomachf • { bruk-vent/c) Water is . 
her iiiBial drink, vrhich flie fucks am of a 
pitcher like a cow, fitting on her knees. She 
¥rill by no means Aeep tm a mattralsy content*- 
ing hcrielf with the bare boards. She fwims 
extremely well, and catches fifl\ in the bottom of 
rivers. She caUs a net Aehily^ m her country 

xiialcft. Tas^ yas^ Jioul^ fignifics in her lan- 
guage, gt^ day^ my gtri; and when they call'd 
her, they faid, riam, riam, Jronl. From her thus 
explaining French words by thofe of her own 
country. It appears, that ilie begins to uadcr> 
lAznd the meaning of the former. 

As for the reft, fhe fccms to be about 1 8 
years oid, * bein^ of a middling Irze, and of a 

complcxiuii, 

■ 

• Here there is certainly either an error of the 
prefs, or of the copy. 1^ extraft of her bap- 
tbSn in June 1732* calls bet only eleven years old; 
and fhe muft theft have had a more ^Dirmed appear^ 
ance, than ii common child of lier age, her confti- 
^tiou having been Ibeiigihcued by the hardy life 

ihe 
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compkxion a little dark, tho' the fkxa of the 
upper part of icrarin, as well as her bofottr, is 
white t She has lively blue eyes : Her fpeech is 
clear and q^uick ; flie fccms to have a good un- 
derftandingy fromr . her learning readily what is 
taught her ; and fiie fcws neatly enough. She 
Ihews that (he knows how to work at ^' kind df 
tapcftiy, by putting hcrfelf in the proper po- 
■fture, and paifing the needle altci-nately down- 
wards and upwards.r> The governeis of the ho* 
fpital fays, (he imdcrftands Drcfdcn work very 
well^ which fhe muil have been taught bftlie 
Lady who toolc care of lier ; but the girl could 
not tell in what country that was, never having 
convcrfed with any body, nor gone abroad. 
They are inftruAing her at prefent in the Chri- 
(Uan religion : She lays, £he dclires to be bap* 
tized in the terreftrial paradifc, by which flic 
means our churches. The curates in the neigh- 
bourhood of Songi have made her underftand 
byfigns, that it is improper for her to climb 
trees, being unftemly in a girl; and there- 
fore fhe at prefent abfiains from doing fo. A 
rumour has beea fprcad, of orders beipg given 
to carry her to court. It is not known hovr fiie 

£ has 

of ihe weather. And in this prefent year 1754, 
fhe does not appear to be above 3 3 or 34 years of 

age, altho' ihe has^ laboured imder many and long 
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lias got notice of this; but when auy hodf 
^ocs to fee her fince, fhc is afraid to appear, 
cries, and is much diftreft> being apprehenfivc 
left they intend to carry her away from the 
hofpital, of vhich ihe is become very fond, the 
j)eople there bein^ extremely attentive and care- 
ful about her, 

'This, Sir, Is all that I have been able to learn 
with refped to the fituation of this girl. I ihall 
take care to inform you of her Ipiritual acquifi- 
lions, and of the ceremony of her baptifin,. 
when it ihall happen. 1 have the honour to 
be, &c. 

EXTRACT from another Letter on the fame 



D 



Uring the refidencc of this young girl a- 
bout the caftie and village of M. d £pi- 
noy, flic gave proofs of an cxtrordinary Higa- 
city. Neither money, (of whofe value and ufe 
(he is perhaps, equally ignorant) threats, or ca- 
reflcs, had any c«cSt upon her: But the ap- 
proach alone of a man, with an intention to 
touch her, made her utter frightful flurieks, 
and produced a diforder in her eyes and whole 
appearance, that it yerc 'hnpoflailc to imkatc. 
It is-tlioiigh£ extcem^.pru4uit.in Uie^ governor 

to have removed her iato one ot the.Mp^ta^ 

of 
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of Chalons, called the Renfermerie^ where there 

ihall be better opportunity of difcoveiing her' 
ftatc and origin, and of giving her the educati- 
on and inftru^tioa, of which Ihc appears to be 
already capable. 

Before this retirement, flic was a great deal' 
more wild* Thofe who have Iccn her run iiv 
the fields, f«iy, that her manaer of ruuning was 
extremely Angular, her ftcp being fhorc, bui 
ib very quick and rapid, that ihe could caiily 
outftrip tiie A/ifieJft man. 

I* 
e 

A T prefcnt (he is employed in the hufinefs of 
the fcoufe, and flie lays her haifu to every thing 
with a good grace. Nothing appears above her 
ftrcngth, or dMagreeable fO her; frofn a firm 
perfuaiion, that obedience is nece^ry fur her 
being admitted one day to vifit the Holy Virgin 
her mother. ' ' " 

The archbifliop of Vienna, in paffing lately by 
thisaown, idciircd to fce For that p:jij:pofe, 
flie was brought by the fifters of the hofpital to 
the governor's houfe. We beheld her that day, 
with a kind of horror, devour more than a 
pound and a .half *of raw becf» wicfaoiic ooce 
oiTcring .40 chew it ; then fall, with a fort of 
£ary, pa^^ ][Qi^g,rabbi| ifaai W90 fill b^ore«heje, 
which Q^zJkkxxk'd. i^- the^ twiuikling 9^/ aa eye, 

E 2 with 
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an caic tlxat indicated a. frequent pr^ckifc^ 
and then devoured it in an iaftant, withopt tBr 
king out iu intrails. The ^irchbifliop, a£k'4 ibci: ■ 
a great many qucftions, to which fhe made 
the fame ^anfwcrs ihat ihe had before mult 
to others, not forgetting the adventure of a ne- 
groe ga i, the companion p£ her journey,, who 
has been feen fincc, but whom they luivc not 
bean able hitherto to apprchcn4. The iiftcn 
tuld us, that for fome time paft, they have been 
endeavouring to accuftom her to our ordinary 
food, in fpite of the difguft .of her ftomach» to 
cooked TiAuals and bread, which has made her 
vouut eyeA her blood. They arc endcavouriag, 
in a Angular way, to make her acquainted witjbu 
the principles of religion, diat ihe may be (boi| 
in a ixtuation to receive the £r^ iacrament, « 



Ko.V. 

RJS A SO NS v)hi€h incline us think that MaJa- 

ft 

mt^ifelie Ic Blanc is of the nation of the Efqui^ 
nuufXf favugcs inhabiting thi country hahta^^ 
* dor, lying to the North of Canada. 



MAdame Du PLEssts <leSt« Hclenc, a native 
nk Paris, but who has been now 46 years a 
nua4a the Hotel Dicu of Quebec in Canada,and 
k sHd kirioiM tcquaimcaAre of ^miae, €tt^ me a- 
proieat which <:afiie to my hand in they^ar x 752.: 

It 
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It confifts of a variety of figures of the favagcs, 
-with whom the French^ and miifionaries of New 
France, have any intcrcourrc. Thefe figures, 
feveral of which reprelent entire families, are 
Uiiiereiuly dreft, each in the faihioa of its na* 
tion. For tho* they go almoft wholly naked at 
home, yet they have fome kind of cloaths or 
covering for holidays, and wMch they make uCc 
of when they come to traffic with the Europe* 
*ius. Among the reft arc tlic figures of an Ef- 
qiiimaox man, and his wile cairying her child. 
Along with thcfc figures was tr;uifmitted nic a 
circumftantial account of xtiC manners of each: 
nation. 

Th£ drefs of ikinsufed by thcfc Efquimaux, to^ 

gethcr Willi the accouiu tranfiulttcd to me of their 
country, appearance, and pai-ticular cuTFoms, 
bore fo Arong a refemblance ia my opinion to 
that of MadamOifelTe Ic Blanc, as delivered by 
herfelf and others, that I immediatc;J.y fufpc^ted 
her to he of tli^i ii.Liloii. The more to fatisfy 
myfelf on this head, I refolvcd to- ti^ the force 
of nature in her, and after telling her that tlicrs 
had been fent me jfrom Canada feveral forts of 
figures which I intended to ihew her, I produr 
ced the box containing the fivage pupp ts. Up-- 
on opening the box, I fix'd my eyes (iedfaftly 
upon her to obfcrve, her behaviour, and wh.ir 
ftoujd firft attraft her attention. Tho" fever al 

E 3. 
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ot the &jjfXT<s were more agreeable^ and more 
ornamented than thofe of the Efqiumaux, which 
exhibit hardly any veitigc of the human figure, 
Ihc Inilantly laid hold of ilic Efquimaux wou^aa, 
and then of the man, which ihe attentively con* 
fidered one after the otlier, without fpcaking; 
DOC as any thing new or extraordinary to her, 
hut as fomahiug wluch fixe had feen before^ 
tho* ignorant n^iere, and which ihe de&red 
to recoUedt. ^Perceivi^g her io attentive to thefc 
two figures, I aik'd her fmiling, in order to make 
her fpf ak, whether ihe difcovered there any of 
her relations; 1 caanot tell, anfwercd flie, but 
I think I have feen that fomewhere« Howl 
faid I, men and women .of that iliapc f Pretty 
much fo, anfwcrcd ibe; but they .had not that; 
^pointing to a fort of gloves which my figures 
have) : Vv'c ucvcr had aay thing on our hands, 
continued ihe, unkis when we caught any 
large eels, or inch like fifhes j which wc would 
ikin, and then thnift our hands and arms 
into thefe Ikins, which reached up to our el- 
bows. What a comical drcfi, replied I ! Wa* 
that^ of which you have an idea, no longer than 
diis i (That of my figures reaches oaly to about 
^e middle of the thigh.) I think not, anfwercd 
flie } but the hair was not on the outfide, as here. 
I then took up feme figures of my other iava* 
ges, obferving to her the ftrangc falhion of their 
cui i iags. She hardly took her eye off the firft, 

which: 



« 



Uigiiizeti by 



A ]? P £ N Q IX. $5 

ushich (kf ftUl hdd in hcf jbaad, mad whioh lia4 

xu) ear-rwgSy xo Olx 1 ours were jayeither like 
thofe in your hand, nor did they hang below the 
ear ; but reached frpnx the bottom of the ear 
ttown the back. As I could difcovcr nothing a- 
bout my £^urest aor ia the accounts lent sne a- 
long with them^ that could give me any idea of 
this difiereuce^ or which might have iuggcfted 
it to her, I imagined that it had only occurred to 
ber from* the remembrance^of fomerhing {he had 
fecn in her younger days, and of which ihe ha4 
but a confufed idea. And, indeed, Ihe imme- 
diately added hcrlelf, thefe ideas are ib remote^ 
that they are little to be depended on. 

It was not what ihe faid upbn this occaiion 
that confirmed me in my opinion ; but that in* 
ftiuiEt, or natural unaflfe£ted fcntimeat which 
attached her to theie two figures alone, and ren- 
dered her indifferent to , all the reft, as if natiure 
, had made her fenfible that flic was not fo much 
concerned in the others as in thefe. Such, at 
lead, was my reafoning on the diftinilion Ihc 
made between them, and her iaying fo natural* 
ly, •* IVe had nothing m our handi.i' which the 
, truth alone, tho' without her knowledge, made 
her utter. 

Not content with thefe firft trials, I caufedr 
^produce, a imaU. canoe, made of the bark of a 

u:ee„ 
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ucc, which was Cent along with the iavages, to 
fhow mc what they iiia.dc ufe of In place of our 
targe ihips» to traverfe the iea and the lakes. 
It is a kind of little boat, very narrow and fliarp 
at both ends, the better to eat the water uidiffe* 
rpntly with each ; and the greater part of them 
arc fufEcient to contain only one perfbn. On 
Ihewing her this, which was rather more than 
two feet long, I alk'd her whether (he knew 
it : Oh yes, faid the, I remember it pretty weU ; 
but I think they were not altogether like this ; 
<hcy were almoft entirely covered over, and, I 
believe, they had only a hole in the middle» 
which reached to about the waift of thofe who 
iat in them, and they went thus, (making the 
mution of ro\ung on both fides at once) cither 
backwards or forwards, at their pleafure. This 
dcfcription of the canoe agreeing exa£Uy with 
that given me by Madame Dupleflis of the Ef- 
quimaux canoe, of which Madamoifelle le Blanc 
was certainly ignorant, I had no further doubt 
of her being of that nation, and that the de^ 

fcription of the covered canoe of the Efquimaux 
arofe from her remembrance of the original.. 
Whoever reads the extracts from the account 

tranfmitted me along with my fii^ures, caiiuot; 
fail to be of my opinion^. 

f t 

p 

No.. VI.. 
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• i < V a.* « 

SXTRACT a Utter from Madame Du- 

pleffl^ de Sainte HeUne, fo flhdam^ ff tf 

of date thi }/otb if OEiober i^S^* wbuih men- 
tion u made ^ the Efquimaux natiop. • 

MA D A M» and my dcarcft friend, your fa- 
vages fhall be fent you ihis year^ Slc, liie 
Efquimaux are the moft favagc of favagcs. Tho* 
the maouers of the other aatioas apgear extra<> 

ordir ry, ttcy ftill retain fome lin£hu".e of hu- 

siuuuty ; ^but among the Efquimaux^ an ahnoft 

incredible barbarifm -univcrfally prevails. The 

bulk of their nation inhabits about Hudfon's 
Bay in the north; fom«. of them are likewajs 
to be found alopg the eoafts <^ the eountry o^ 
Xiabrador^ ao execffively cold couptxjTj boundei^ 

on one fide by that bay, and on the oihci., by 
part of the river St, Xnawreuce. . They are z nsv- 
tioii of Antlu'opophagi^ who devQur men when-; 
ever they can get them. They ar^ of a low 
ftaturc, white, aad very^fet,. ,In fpiip of the fc- 
vertty of the climate they hardly ever light 
£j:e : It i$ thonght they worihip that eleoae^t^ 
They cat their flefli ravvr, and their ufual food 
is the flelh of feals. Th^ drefs tbemfclves io 
t^c {k'ms of tlwifc auixnals, of whioh xhey like*, 
ways m^ke .fatags« wherein th^y lay up <juAAtkiet 
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of their fleih cut into finall pieces, as provifion 
for the ilormy feafoA. • Tbey are as food of the 

oil which iliey Ji *iw ironi this llclli, as drun*. 

kards are of vine. They liave holes under 

ground where they lodge, and into which they 
creep on all four like beafts. Sometimes^ io 
winter, they make themfelves huts of inow, up- 
on the ice, of forhe bays, under which the wa- 
ter is, perhaps, more than ioo feet deep: Theve 
they live without fire, only wearing a double 
covering of feals ikiris. Their women, who 
few very neatly, make ihemfelves faiall vefts 
of the Ikins of birds, with the feadiers on 
the juiiide, to keep them warm. They al- 
io have aiiother kind of vefts made of the 
guts of white bears, ^ which tliey open after ha« 
^ring {craped them, as if to make puddings of 
them ; thefe they join together in the form of a 
fliirt, which they put on above their vcft of 
&ins, to' prevent the water from ' penetrating 
it. They carry (heir children on their back, 
fiietw^en th^ir ikin and teft, fo that when they 
give them the breaft, they muft cither haul the 
poor infants under their arm, 6'r over their 
Ihoulder, for that piirpofc. ' They give them no 
Other c!oA!ng, except a bit of blanket about 
their lower parts^ which they change when dirty. 
What the men ufe by way of breeches, has no 
Opening m % being nearly of the form of a 
fcrcwer's api on, but more tight j they tic ^it a- 

bout 
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bout their loins with a -ferihg. That qf their 
women is open-; and when they fit on the 
ground, th^ir ufual ieat» U^y draw the end of 
their garment, which is long,^/ between their 
thighs, from- a fenfe of modefty. 

Since the French hare made Settlements on 
the coaA of Labrador, for fifhing fcals, the Ef- 
quimaux approach them fometimes, and even 
traiHc with them. No body underftands their 
language ; but they are very expert at exprefling 
their meaning by figns. Thjsy are ingenious, 
and make all their own inftruments themielves. 
They work in iron, and tan ikins. Tiiey make 
leather canoes, which arc v/ater-proof, and arc 
covered above in fuch a way, as to have only 
one opening in the middle, like a purie, capable 
of containing a fingle man, who^ tying this purfe 
round his waill, and feizing an oar in each hand, 
of the form iubjoined, he in that manner faces 
the moft ilormy weadier, and the Arongeft 
fifhes. The overturning this canoe is of no 
confequence ; for it inftantly recovers its right 
pofitiou. They Ikil equally well by either end, 
as occalion .requires. They make likcwiie finall 
boats of wQodt which then* women row with 
their faces to the ftem, like our failors. 

The French, upon thefe favages approaching 
them in the night, give them a difcharge or two 

of 
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of cannon, wiiich difperfcs die m like birds; 
for th^ lire sfr^id of ihot, •siikI of 'men, for 
which rcafon they never fight fire, kft the flame 
OP fmoke flKmld diftowr them. Tkey have 
formerly eaten ieveral of our cQuni];ymea } but 
others whom the/ had attacked told mc, that 
having repulfed and killed fome of the favagcs, 
and in order to conceal the ffanghter, for fcai* 
of exafperaring the nation, having thrown the 
dead bodies into the fea, they did not link, Uke 
thoie of other men, bnf floated on the (ur&ce, 
like cork. This peculiarity they attributed to 
then- feeding on the fat and 63. of iilhes. 

Sevc&ax. yonng Efqnttnatix girk have been 
eaiight and umed in this town, of whom i have 
feca iome die in our hofpttal'* They were ex- 
tremely well made, white, cleanly, and very gpod 
Chriftians, having nothing lavage about iliurii. 
They fpoke good French; and though they 
feemed happy in the houfes where they itaid, 
-yet they were bur fliort-lived, lUce the other ia* 
vages who refide with the French^ They pay 
vtry dear for this kind o£ flaves* here, on ac- 
count of the iouxity of fervams ; brut they get 
little ufe of them, ai they very foon die. 



No. 
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&XTAJCTfrm the account 9f the Barm La. 

HoKTlK» a French officer y who travilUd over 
all the mtth pf Canada^ tetwixt tie years 
1683 and i694f 6. &c. Of the Efyuimaux., 

THE iburce of the river St. Laurence, ijc.. 
Hiis river is about to or 1% leaguei^ 
broad, at its mouth, ifc. On oae iide ftands. 
VJJIe Percetf ^pUeh it X great rock, pierced 
throo]^ and dutmgh*--«— The Bifcayans and 

Normans, in time of peace, fifli there for cod, 

ifc. On the other fide of the river appears the 

large country of Labrador, or of the Efquimaux, 
mnation fo barbarous and wild^ that it has never 
been poflible to civilize them*. The D-^ncs were 
die firft who. difconered this nation.--«--^-The 
tountiy is full of harbours- and bays, into which. 
Ae trading vetfBs orQuebec go in fummcr to* 
traffic fiir die feids ikins brought them by the* 
finrages. The traffic is carried. on in. this man-- 
ner.. 

WtfBNBVBR our Ihips have caft anchor, the' 

ikvagcs come about them , in fmall c<moes xix uic: 
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o£ feals ikins fewed together, nearly in the ihapc 
of a wcavcr*8 fliuttle, having a hole in the middle 
in which they faften- themfelves with a cord, iit* 
liiig on their hams. In this pulxtioa tliey row 
with paddles, never leaning to either iide, for 
fear of overmruiug. Upon their arrival tliey 
diiplay their ikins ob the end of an oar, iignify- 
jng at the fame time time what they deiire in 
exchange, whether knhres, pow4ert 'baU, fire- 
locks, hatchets, kettles, 6s. Every one in a 
word fhcws his merchandife, and intimates 
'What he would have in return^ The bajpgain 
being ftruck, they iiiteixhajige their commodi- 
ties by means of a pole. If, on the one hand, 
thcfe favages have the precautipn not to come 
aboard our fhips, wp, on the other hand, are 
a$. careful o^ot to fuffer ourfelves to be iurround- 
£4i by too great a number of their canoes ; for 
they have often n^dc themfelves maftcrs of 
iinall Ihips, while tlxc failors were employed in 
handling and examinmg the ikins and mer- 
chandife.. It is nece/Tary to watch them nar- 
rowly at night ^ for they hajire hoacs that fail as 
fwiftly as the wind, into v^liich they, enter La 
companies of thirty or forty men at a time : On 
this aocouat the Normans, who fiih. for. cod ar 
bout Newfoundland, and the Spaniards at For? 
tochoua, arc obliged to arm light fwift failing 
merchant fliips- to purfue and clear the coaft of 
them;, for feldora a ycar.paflcs that they dou*Ji 

furprifc. 
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iurprife ibme crews at land» and kill them. It 
is certain, that they amount to above 30,000 
fighting men; but they are fuch cowards, that 
500 Cliftinos of Hudfon*s Bay ufu illy fight 5 or 
6000 of them. Their country is of great extent, 
reaching from the coaft oppoilte to the iiland of 
Minguan, on the north fide of the mouth of the 
river St. Laureuce, all the way tp Uudfon's 
ftraits. They crofs daily to Newfoundl^d 
by the ftraits of Bellille, which is but fcvcn 
leagues broad. 

No. Vill. 

Memmrs of Norih America $ the continuatim 
of the Baron La HontanV travels^ Tome 11. 
P. 42. and 4Z*of the Dutch edition. . 

'TpHE flying fquirrels are of the flze of a 

large rat, and of a whitilh grey colour. 

They arc called fiyingy on account of their paff- 
ing from one tree to another by the help of a 
peculiar itin, which ftretchcs out like a wing, 
when they take thefe fmall flights. ^ 

The feals, called by fome people fea calves ^ 
are as hrgc as a bull dog. They live almoft* 
conftantly in the water, and never go far from 
die fea fide. Thefe animals creep more than 
they walk. Their head is fliapcd like that of 
an otter ; and their feet reiemble thofc of a 
goofe, but thcyhav^ no legs. They , frequent 
the cold countries, ijc. 
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